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Wonderful Narrative: 

Or, a Faithful 

A C C O UNT 

FRENCHPROPHETS, 

.THEIR 

AGITATIONS, EXTASIES, 
and INSPIRATIONS. 

To which are added. 

Several other remarkable Inftances of PjfR sons 
under the Influence of the like Spirit, in va- 
rious Parts of the World, particularly in Ne w» 
England. 

InaLETTER to a FRIEN pT^ 

With an INTRODUCTION, direding to the pro- 
perUfeof fuch extraordinary Appear- 
ances, in the Courfe of Providence. 

I John iv. i. 
Beloved^ believe not every Spirit ; but try the Spirits j uohetber 
they be of God : Becaufe many False Prophets are gone 
out into the World, 
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INTRODUCTION 



ALtho' in publifhing the following Letter ^ I 
I have not tranfgreffed the Laws of Friend- 
fliip ; it being left witn me to do in this Matter, 
as I judged proper : Yet, the World, perhaps, 
may refled upon me, as having done that which 
may have a Tendency to do aDamagetoReligion,' 
To prevent Sufpicions of this kind, is the Defign 
of this Introdu8:ion'^ in which, what I propbfe, is 
to do my Endeavour, to guard againft any /// life 
that may be made of the following Accounts. 

Some may be ready to think, the Enemies of 
Rey elation will make an Adyantage herefrom ^ but 
there is no Reafen for fuch a Thought. The Gof 
pelh^id not its Origin from Enthufiaflick Heat^ or 
Satanick "Delufton. No, it is a Syfiem eyery W'ay 
-worthy ofGod^ an^ approying itfelfto the Reafon 
of Man ; and Je s u s , the Author of it, evidently 
proved his Miffion^ to deliver it to the World in 
the Name ofGod^ and as a Rey elation from him, 
by the Works which he did; which were 
great and marvellous, and fuch as could i^ot be 
the Effedt o^Art and Contriyance, but at once ap- 
pear to be above the Powers of Nature. For he " 
gave Sight to the Blind, Speech to the "Dumb, 
Hearing to the T^eaf; and all by a Word fpeaking^ 
QV the hare Tou(:h of his Hand. H^ calrned the 

a SeaSj 



ii introdux:tion, 

Seas^ he ^walked upon the Water^ he lealed all 
manner ofT>ifeafes^ he caft out ^eyils^ he raifed 
the dead ; and thefe Things he did, not once or 
twice only, but often ; not upon Perfons chofen 
fir the Purpoje^ bjat i^pi^ ^«^ jujso happfne^ 
to fall in his Jray ; and this not in a Corner^ but 
in the Face of the TVorld ; not in the View of 
friends only^ hut pP Enemies. ^And his Predic- 
tions were fuch, as needed no Art to reconcile 
their ¥ruth^ with' the Non-appearance of the Er 
vent. As heprophefied of hiifafelf, Co it was, he 
lay three ^ays in tbe Grave, and was then rai/ed 
from tpe dead. As he fajd of the Temple at Jeru- 
falem^ fo it caipe tp pafs, there was not left one 
Stone upon another, that tvas not thrown down ; 
as \\p forewarned ttje ^^ews, fo it happened, there 
came on an intite 3)iJblution of their ciyil Polity^ 
lior have they exifted 2(s a Nation or Kingdonrfcom 
that Day to this •, as he foretold it would be, fo 
it has been, falfe Ghriji^ andfalfe Prophets haye a- 
rifen, and have Jhew,ed Si^ns and ff^onders, to the 
SeduSiion almojl of the very EleSl. In fine, the E- 
yent has to a T/Vfe anfwered the Prophecy^ in the 
Rife of that Man of Sin, the Son of Perditton, 
Tvho has oppofed and exalted himfelf ahoye all that 
is called God, or is worfhipped, fo that as God, he 
fttteth'in the Temple of God,fhewing himfelf that he 
was God; and his conning has been, as wa^ foretold, 
. after the working of Satan, with all Power afid 
Signs, and lying ff^onders ; and with all T>eceiy- 
ahlenefs of Unrighteoufnefs in them that 'p.erifh. 

Thefe, in general, are fome of the Proofs of the 
diyine Mijfwn of Jesus Christ and his ^o- 
fUes : And what Lvidences, in Comparifon with 

thefe 
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tliefc, \i'iff^anyoftheFfetenders to Infpiration e- 
ver given to the World? Compare the Jtrangejl 
and moS: unaccountable Inftances in the following 
hetter^ with the Miracles recorded in the Goffel^ 
aadthey will fink into mere nothing.— They carry 
with them, when clofely examined, the plain 
Maxks ofEnthuJiafm^ or Collufion^ oi Satanic P of- 
fejjion. There is therefore no Reafon to fear any 
Damage will accrue to the Gofpel Rey elation^ by 
tkc Inftances my Friend har enabled me to give 
the World, of thofe who have made great Pre'- 
tences to mintmediate Mijion from Heaven. They 
are indeed rather a Confirmation of the Gofpel. 
" For can there be- Copies mthout Originals? Or 
Counterfeits without Realities ? Do not falfe Coi- 
ners imitate the nobleft Metals ? Or do Clippers 
work upon aoy-thing but Gold or Silver ? " Be- 
fides, it ought to be remembred, the Rife o^ falfe 
Propheis, mere Pretenders to Infpiration^ is one of 
theThings^particularlyyor^^o/rfinthe Gofpel of 
Chriji: So that their -Appearance in the World is 
the Completion of Prophecy^ and as it were a Seal 
put to thoJSible, by the Hand of Providence, the 
more fully to ratify its divine Authority. 

Others may be in Fear, left the following Ac- 
count Ihouldbedefigned, asay^ InJinuationagiSLinA 
the MeJJid Spirit of Go d •, reprelenting his Influ- 
ences updn the Minds of Men, as nothing more 
than Fancy or Imagination. Such a Thought as 
this is th^ furtheft diftant from my Heart. lam 
one who profefi ta be a Belieyer in the Holy Ghofi^ 
as-thatt/rv/*^ Perfon, to whom it belong, accor- 
ding tor the general Run of the New-Teflament 
>^ri>%f^ to convince Men oiSin ^ndJRigitewfnefs 
. . '^ and- 
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and Judgment; and in a Word, to form them to a 
Meetnejsfor the Inheritance of the Saints in Light : 
Nor is there any-thing in the following Publicati- 
on, that can be fairly conftrued, to carry in it the 
leaft Oppofition to thefe Sentiments, I own, if a** 
ny Ihould think the fVbrk of the Sprit to lie, in 
giving Men Viftons and Trances^ and fuch, like 
Extraordinaries, they might find fuch airOpinion 
expofed and condemned 5 but not that which makes 
the BLESSED Spirit the Author of Con- 
version, fuppofing this Work, at the fame 
Time, to be wrought in Men, in a Way accomo- 

1 date to theirstnake^ as reafonahle Creatures. If I 
know myfelf ( and I think I do in this Matter ) 
I would not upon any Confideration, do that which 
might have a Tendency, to take from the diyine 
Spirit that Glory which is his Due, as the San^i- 

fier ofGod^s People. 

Otheris again may think, I have it in View, to 
oppofe the good Work of God, going on among us. 
If by this good Work be meant, real and fubjian- 
tial Chrijlianity , that is to fay, fuch a Diftrefs for 
Sin, as is effeftual to engage Sinners to forfake 
it 5 fuch an Apprehenfion of Ghrift as the one 
Mediator and Redeemer , as puts Perfons upon re- 
pairing to him, to be faved by him in the GofpeU 
-way ^' and in fine, fuch a Change in Men's Hearts 
and Lives, as conftitutes them New-Creatures, 
Men of Piety and Devotion 5 Temperance and So- 
briety ^ Love, Kindnefs, Meekneft, Humility, 
Patience, Charity^ forbearing one another, bs 
God for Chrift's fake forgiveth us 5 I fay, if by 
the Work of God, this is meant, God forbid that 
I fhould oppofe it. Wherever thefe Things are, 

in 
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in their Reality^ there is Reafon for Joy and 

Thankfgiring: Nor will the Agency ol the 

diyine Spirit herein be difowned, unlefs by thofe, 
who have no Faith in his Operations on the Mind« 
of Men. But if by the ff^ork of God zny Ihould 
underftand that Falling down^ and /creaming out^ 
znijv/ooning aivay^ in the Time oi preachings or ^ 
juft after the Preacher is gone from the Houfe of 
Wotlhip ; thofe Fiftons or Reprefentations to the 
Bodily Sight, of Chrift and the Devil 5 Thofe 
Trances, wherein the Subjedts of them have a 
dear and diftind: View of Heayen and Hell 5 of 
the Procefs of the lajl Judgment , of the Book of 
Life, with the Names of particular Perfons wrote 
there •, thofe extravagant Fits of Laughing, Un- 
chrijlian Cenfprioufnefs, and the like : I fay, if ' 
by the Work of God, any Ihould mean fuch 
Things asthefe, which are now grown common, 
in one Place and another, in this and the other 
Governments, I readily acknowledge, I have no 
Oi^inion ot them, as Fruits of the Spirit of God ^ 
and can't but exprefs my Fears, what may be the 
Effect of the Appearance of fuch Things among 
us 5 efpecially, if well fpoken of and encouraged, 
as, by too many, they certainly are. And I con- 
fers with ail Freedom the great Defign I had in 
View, in publrQiing thefe Papers, was to Ihew, 
that ^Appearances in this kind are no Signs of the 
extraordinary Influences of the Spirit of God ; bat 
rather adminifter Ground of Sujpicion, whether 
the Perfons thus affefted, are not under the Pow- 
er of a difiurhed Imagination. 

Who are the Perfons who fee Viftons and fall 
into Trances, and make Pretences io the Spirit in 

an 
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an extraordinary Mmaer > l^ok bade kto the 
Hiftory of tormer Days, and you will pf|efentiy 
find who they are • not thQ fiber and judicious a- 
jnong Ghriftians^ thofe who pluce Religion in that 
which is the Life and Eflence of it : No, but the 
weak and ignorant ^ or thofe who are naturally of 
a tvarm Imagination. Vifiotu and Revelations are 
to be nniet with chiefly r if not only, among thofe 
who have been efteemed Enthufiafts^ and have 
proved themfelves to be fo'* They were conmion 
among the M)»^/7w)?Jr, butndt among the other 
Chriftians in that Day s among the French Pro- 
fhets^ and thofe in that Way in En^nd, but not 
among the Chrifiians of eflablifhed Gharader in 
the Nation. It is a Jlrong Prefumption therefore 
againfl any, that they have zflrange Fire work- 
ing in them, when they are feized with Swoon" 
ings, and have bodily Reprefentations of thofe 
tmngs which are fpiritually tobedifcerned -^becaufe 
theie Sights have been common among JEntiufiafls 
of all Sorts, btit feldom or never amongyi/rV/ehri* 
ftians. In the Beginning of the Re&miation, 
there^were Swalrms oP thofe, who pretended to 
thefe extraordinary Matters •, but they were al- 
ways efleemed a Clog to the Reformation, and 
theDifg^aceof it: Nor are Vifiom and-TraHtes 
more common any-where, than among the Pa* 

Eifts 5 The Lives of their Saints,- as my Friend 
as obfervcd, in the enfuing. Papers, are^ filled 
with Relations in this kind. 

Not that I wonder that the common Peoi^e; 
who are unacquainted with, thefe Things, have 
been furprized 5 yea, even aftoniftied at the 
Sbreekings^ andFaintings^ and Agonies^ th*y have 

been 
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liecn Witaefles to« And if % feeing and bearing 
of the£e Things in others^ they have themfelves 
been^ in like Manner SiSeStcd ^y it is no more 
than mi^ht be ezpefiied. The Frame of Human 
l^ature is fuch, that it is icaroe poflible it fliould 
be otherwife. And if, in many Perfons, the Ima- 
gination laisheen heated to a Degree firffident to 
give them Sigits and Viftons^ neither is this any 

mor6 

♦ There is z kind ofltf/e^iou in Etithfijifi/m. Obfervable to 
this Puipofe^xe the following Words of Mr. Barclay in his Jfo-> 
Ipgyfor the fakers I He is vindicating thtb Silent Meetings, 
and in Juftification of them, among other Things, fays. Such is 
is the evident Certainty of that divine Stren^, that ^^ , 

is communicated hy dius meeting together, andymt- u^^a f c 
lag in Silence upon God^ that fometimes^ mthen one > "M * 
hath come in^ that hath been uwwatchful^ and ivan- . from p" 
Aringin his Mind,''^-tbis Power Being in a good Mea- *g* * 

fure raifed in the ivhole Meetings imll fuddenly lay Jv * ^JJZ. 
hold ufion his Spirit, and nuondetfully helf to raife up , / \(.^q 
the Good in him, and beget in him a Senfe of the * ' 

fame Fouotr y to the mlting and *warming of his Hearty 
^ven as the Warmth *wo^d ta^e hold upon a Man that is col4^ 
coming into a Stofue, or as a Flame will lay hold upon fome littU 
combufiihle Matter lying near it : — Tea, fometimes ivhen ther$ 
is not a Word in the Meeting, hut all are fdently waiting, 
if one comes in that is rude and iMcked, and in luhom the Fo^wer of 
DArknefsi prevaileth much, perhaps with an Intention to mock, or 
to do Mifchief if the whole Meeting be gathered into the Life, 
and it be raifed in a good Meafure, it will ftrike Terror ^ita 
fuch an one, and he will feel himfelf unable to refft ; but by the 
fecret Strength and Virtue thereof the Power ofDarknefs in him 
nvill be chained down, and if the Day of his Vifitation be not ex- 
pired, it 'Will reach to the Meafure of Grace in him, a n4 raife 
it up to the redeeming his Soul: And this we often bear Witnefs of; 
"-for not a few have come to be convinced after this Manner, of 
which, I my/elf am, in Part, a true Witnefi^ who not by Strength 
of Arguments, — came to receive and bear Witnefs of the ^ruth^ 
but by being fecretly reached by this Life : For when I came into 
the fdent Affemblics of Gods People, I fdt a fecret Power among 

them. 
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more than haj happened in Thoufands of Inftan-' 
ces, in all P^r^J and Ages of the World. Nor in- 
deed has there appeared among us, any-thing, as 
to thefe Extraordinaries^ but what may be feen 
exemplified, yea, far exceeded in the following 
Accounts, 

But it will, doubtlefs, be here faid, there is a 

treat deal of that among us, which muft be ac- 
nowledged to be true Religion^ mixt with that, 
which fome may think to be the Effe6l of Imagi- 
nation. This I will not deny : However, this i$ 
worth the remarking, that in all the fubfequent 
Inftances of Enthuftaffn and "Delufion^ there is a 
mighty Shew and Jlfpaarance^ eyen ofthaty which 
is the Height of Religion. Who ever pretended to 
more intimate Converfe with God, than the 

French 

them^ tvhich touched my Hearty — and fo I became thus knit and* 
united to them. And a little onwards, — Sometimes the Pcrjuer of 
God 'will break forth into a tuhole Meetings and there luill be 
fiich an inuuavd Travail, luhile each is feeking to overcome the 
Evil in themfehesy that by the flrong Workings of thefe oppofite 
Ponjoers ( i, e, the Evil and the Good ) like the going oftiuo con- 
trary Tides, ever^ Individual nvill be ftrongly exercifed, as in a 
Day of Battel ; and thereby Trembling and a Motion of Body 
njoill be upon moft, if not upon all, ijuhich, as the Po^ojer of 
Truth prevails, ivill, from Pangs and Groans, end ivith a fweet 
Sound ^Thankfgiving a^FraJie, And from this the Name of 
Quakers ( /. e, ) Tremblers, njjasfirft reproachfully caft upon us \ 
ivhich, tho^ it be none of our choofing, yet in this refpeSt ive 
are not ajhamedofit, but have rather Reafon to rejoice therefore, 
even that ive arefenfeble of this Poiver, that hath oftentimes laid 
hold on our Adverfaries, and made them yield unto us, and join 
with us, and confefs to the Truth, before they had any diftin6l 
or difcurjive Knowledge of out' DoSrines, fo that fometimes many 
at one Meeting, have been thus convinced ; and this Po^-w^r 
luould fometimes alfo reach to, and wonderfully work, even in 
Little Children, to the Admiration a»^ Aftonilhment hf many. 
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French Prophets ? They were often in Rapturei . 
and Rayijhments, from fuppofed divine Commani- 
cations. Who ever pretended to greater A£ls of 
Refignation to the divine Will 5 of Patience under 
Reproaches and Injuries •, of the moft tender Love, 
not only to one another, but to all Mankind? 
Who ever pretended to greater Zeal againft Sin, 
and for the nourifliing of Chrift's Kingdom > Or to 
more infatiable Thirfl after continual tuaiting up- 
on God in the "Duties of bis Worjbip f Read what 
3ir Richard BuUhy and Mx. John Lacy ^ declare 
o{ themfehes and ol their Brethren^ and then fay, 
whether ever any made higher Pretenfions to Re* 
ligion! And indeed, it has always been the Way 
of Enthujiafm and "Delujion to appear in the Guife 
of Religion 5 yea, to be fo religious, as to be^i^- 
perftitious^ being flamingly zealous for a bemg 
righteous oyer-much. 

Not that 1 deny, ( as I hinted before) that there 
may be a Mixture of real Chriftianity with great 
Enthufiafm. I am inclined to think it was thus, 
at ,lcaft at firfl, with the Montanifts and the 
French Prophets. And I doubt not, the unufual 
^Appearance among us, has been a means to rouze 
many, who were before thoughtlefs^ and to quic- 
ken many who had fallen into a Slumber. I ani 
not againft allowing, that a good Number of Sin- 
ners have (probably) been converted into Saints ^ 
and as great a Number of Saints enlivened in their 
Chriftian Work* Tho' I would not be thought to 
judge thus, from any-thing that has been obfer- 
ved of thefe Perfons, either as to their Temper or 
Behaviour^ while their Paffions have been in a r/- 
Mkm Commotign ; much lefs, while they have 

b been 
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been feeing Viftons and falling into Trances. It 
h impoffible, while in fiich Circumftances, but 
that fuch Perfons, to all Appearance, (hould be 
religious, and this to a high Degree. Thus it has 
been with all Vijlonaries. It was fo in all the 
inftances related in thefe Papers. The only fafe 
Way therefore, of judging in this Cafe, ( as it ap- 
pears to me ) is to do it from what may be feen 
and known of Perfons, when they have got back 
to a calm and quiet State of Mind. And, if, 
when their Paffions are fubfidcd, and their Ima- 
ginations cooled, they now continue to difcover 
a truly Chriftian Temper and ConduB^ there is 
Reafon to hope well concerning them. And this 
I would hope is the Cafe of many among us at 
prefent. 

But let not this be made a Plea to juftify thofe 
Things, which are evidently the Fruit of mere 
Imagination^ or fomething worfe: For if fuch 
Things are encouraged, no one can tell what they 
will come to, or where they will end. We Ihould 
take Warning by what we ma)r here learn f torn 
others! And it mould be a Motive to us to do f o, 
that fo many ^iforders are already too vifible a- 
mong us. Such is the praying and exhorting and 
finging Pfalms^ at the fame Time, in the fame 
Houfe of Woclhip ^ fuch is the People's continu- 
ing there till Midnight, and often much longer, 
to the breaking in upon Family Order ^ Family 
'Religion^ and Clofet T>eyotion ; fuch is the Rile 
of fo many iveak^ illiterate Lay-Preachers^ in va- 
rious Parts of the jCountry, who, leaving their 
own Bufinefs, have taken upon them the Work 
proper to others 5 fuch is that ftrange Liberty^ 

which 
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which fome claim to themelves, of going about 
from Parijh to Parifi^ calling the People off from 
their neceffary fecular Bufinefs, astho' they were 
immediately commiffioned of God, and the Work 
of Religion could not be carried on without their 
Affiftance^ fuch, in fine, is thdX Spirit ofdifcern- 
ing, which has put lotne Minifters upon fuch a 
Method of judging and cenfuring their Brethren 
as has filled feveral Towns with Fadlion and 
Schifm, and general Confufion. It is well known 
to all, who have Eyes to fee, that theft and fuch 
like Irregularities have appeared among us. And 
however light fome may be difpofed to make 
of them, they are a Reproach to Chrijlianity^ and 
evidently proceed, if not from a worfe Caufe, 
from a Jieat^ that is not yital and natural; and I 
fhall be much miftaken, if this will not be more 
plain and vifible, if this Heat rifes ftill higher. 
Upon the whole, as I do myfelf, believe the 
Spirit^ s Oferatiom in the Bufinefs of Religion, 
whenever it is real zxA faying ; lo I would caution 
all, againft being' prejudiced againft his influences 
upon the Hearts of Men, becaufe fb many En- 
thufiafts have in vain pretended to them 5 and this 
in an extraordinary T>egree and Manner: And 
at the fame Time, I would advife thofe, who 
have letnViJions and been in Trances and extatick 
Raptures^ to beware of thinking the better of 
themfelves upon this Account 5 rather encourag- 
ing a Jealoufy of themfelves, left their Imagina- 
tions mould have been too much raiftd. And I 
cannot but eiprefs it as my earneft Wifti for them, 
that they would not reft fatisfied in a Hope ol their 

good 
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good Eftate, upon any Thing fliort of having c^ 
vidently upon them, the ejjential Marks of the 
real Difciples e^Chrift ^ which are common to 
all rhat are good^ Chriftians, and never to be 
found, but in Conjunftion with 2l fanBjfied Heart 
and Life. 

And I would intreat all, into whofe Hands 
thefe Papers may fall, to make the proper ufe of 
them, not by ridiculing the Things of God and 
Religion » not by making a Banter of the Spirit 
and the Things of the Spirit; but by taking fui- 
table Care, to become pollefl: of true genuine 
Chrijlianity : At the fame Time keeping upon 
their Guard, that they impofe not on themfelves, 
by entertaining an high Opinion of thofe Things, 
as Operations of the Spirit^ which may be No- 
thing more than the TForkings of a deluded Fan- 
cy ^ or oyer-heated Imagination. 

I fhould now have drawn to a Clofe, but that 
I find myfelf conftrained to exprefs the Surprife 
I have been in, when I have heard fome Preach- 
ers from the Pulpit^ and others from the Prefsy 
condemn thofe, who are not in their Way of thin- 
ing upon the religious Appearances among us ^ 
reprefenting them as the Enemies of God and 
Chrijl^ and the blejfed Spirit ; and as in Danger 
( at leaft fome of them ) oi finning the unpardon- 
able Sin, the Sin,againji the Holy Ghofi, if not 
already actually guilty of it. I confefs it has ap- 
peared unaccountable to me, to fee Things carri- 
ed fuch a Length as this -, and the more fo, as I 
have certain Knowledge, that many folid and ju- 
dicious Perions, of an eftablifhed Reputation for 
tieniplary Piety, in many Places, have been 

greatly 
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greatly offended at many of the Things coing on 
in the Land, and greatly fear the Cohlequences 
of them. And it feems to me to favour of a 
Jirange Spirit^ to put thefrefent State of Affairs^ 
fo far upon a Level with the State of Things in 
the T)ays ofChrtJl^ as to make thofe, who are (if 
you will ) Enemies to the prefent Work^ and 
yiolent Opfofers of it. Sinners to the fame "De- 
gree of Guilty as were thofe who oppdfed Jefu$ 
Chrift himfelf who was approye^ of God by JMSra- 
clesy and Wonders^ and Stgns^ rvhich he did in the 
Mtdft of the People^ ' as they themfehes alfo knew. 
It is remarkable , the very Realon given by the 
Evangelift Mark^ Chap. lii. v- 30. why our Sa- 
viour pronounced the Scribes ana Phartfes guilty 
of the Sin, he there ftiles the Blafphemy againft 
the Holy Ghoft^ and fliould never beforgiyen^ was, 
becaufe they faid^ He hath an unclean Spirit ; that 
is, to be fhort and plain, becaufe they fpake of 
him as having to do with the 2>tfv//, ana as ac- 
ting by Votwerfrom him^ when by the Power of 
the Spirit of God he had before their Eyes, done 
that which they could not but own was miracu- 
lous *. They had, no doubt, feen the EffeSi of 
our Sayiour^s Doftrine upon the Hearts ana Uyes 
of his FolloTvers, which might be as great as the 
EffeSl upon the Hearts and Liyes of l^eople at 
prefent. But befides this, they had been Eye- 
Witnejfes to the -Mr^J^j which he wroight;in 
Oppofition to all which Evidence, they flood it 
out againft Chrift ; yea, and went fo far in their 
Oppofition, as to charge him with being in Con- 
federacy ivith Beelzebub the Prince of^eyils. And 

it 
* SeeMatth. 12. from the 22. 
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it is upon this our Saviour fpeaks of the Sin a- 
gainft the Holy Ghoft^ and declares it to be a Sin 
that Jhall neyer be forgiyen^ which fo plainly 
points out its Nature, that one cannot eafily mis- 
take it. 

And fliall thofe, who, by fome are reprefent- 
cd as Of foyers of the Work going on among us, 
(which Work has been carried on, not only with- 
out any Pretence, as yet, to Miracles, but with 
many TDiforders and Irregularities : I fay, fliall 
the Oppofers of this Work ) be reprefented as Sin- 
ners equally guilty with thofe, who to ward off the 
Argument for the Truth ofChriJl^s MiJJion^ arif- 
ing from Miracles, taxed the Son of God Himfelf 
to his very Face,, with being an Impoftor^ and as 
haying to do -with the 7)ey ilf I cannot but think, 
the Perfons who have been fo free in charging 
their Neighbours, whoarenot of the fame Mind 
with them about this Work, with the Guilt of this 
rreatejl Sin, will, when they are Cool, be fen- 
ible of what they have thus Ipoken, has arifen 

from a Zeal that boiled over. ^ — I would 

therefore take Liberty to adyife fuch Perfons to 
confider, that the hlejed Spirit may be difhonou- 
red, by attributing to him Things unworthy of 
hiniy as well as by denying him the Glory of thofe 
Operations y that are truly his. Thefe are the Ex- 
tremes ; and there is certainly Hazard in them 
both. It is conceded, there is Guilt in difowning 
the Influences of the Spirit ; efpecially, when 
they are obvious and remarkable : But is there 
not Guilt likewife, under the Pretence of honou- 
ring the Holy Ghojl, to make him the Authoi 
of thofe Things, which cannot be afcribed to 

him 
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him, without greatly refleSing upon him ? 
It is impoffible the "Diyine Spirit fliould be the 
Author ofFadionand Contention ; of Bitternefi, 
Cenforioufhefs, Pride, Oftentation^ or any kind 
of Confuilons or Diforders : Neither does it leem 
to me to be for the Honour of the Spirit of God, 
to attribute thofe S-woonings^ and Faintings^ and 
Vifions^ and Trances ( which are fo much talked 

of) to his immediate Agency. It is making 

that to be his Work, whicn the Gofpel knows 
nothing of 5 and is indeed quite foreign to the De- 
lign of his being given to Men •, which is to 
prepare them in this tV^orld^ for the Enjoyment of 
Happinefs in that ivhich is to come. 

To conclude, whatever the Thoughts of the 
World may be, I am conlcious to niyfelf of an 
honeft Defign in this Publication. A good Ufe 

may be made of it. If any fhould pervert it, 

the Fault will be their own. Any Thing may 
be made to ferve an ill Ufe, as well as a good one* 
My Defire is, every one may reap Advantage : 
And if this End, in any good Meafure be accom- 
plilhed, I Ihall have my Wifh. 
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AN 

ACCOUNT of the French Prophets, 
with others of the LIKE SPIRIT. 



Sir, 

AS it was at your Motion, I fct myfelf^ 
(fomc Months ago) to make the bcA 
Inquiry I could, into the Affair of In* 
fpiration, as it appeared among the ir^irr* 
FrophetSj both in France and England*^ and Wat 
accompanied with ftrange Agitations, ExtafieSy 
Vi/ions, and many other Things very remark- 
able 5 I fay, as it was at your Defire, that I took 
the Pains of making as thorough a Search into 
this Affair as I was able, I here prefent yoa 
with the Fruit of my Labour, not doubting it 
will meet with a kind Reception by you. 

Could I have come at the Sight of all that has 
been wrote upon this Matter, I fhould have given 
you a more perfeS Account 5 but as it is, it may 
gratify your Curiofity. 

Youmay depend upon it, X have been faithful 
in the CoUeSions I have made 5 and to fatisf yyou 
more fully of this, I affure you, that the Ridi 
herein contained, are moftly tranfcribcd verba-* 
Urn from the Authors referred to, and where (to 

A pre* 
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prevent taking up too much Room) I have given 

only an Abma^ I have clofely adhered to the 

Truth. 

• For the Sake ^f Order, I have thrown the Ex- 

trad I have made upon this Subje^, under the 

three following Heads* 

I. The firft, containing the ttificfy of the{e 
Pr^fhets. 

IL Tnc^fecofid, the Reafons why they were 
thought by fome to be immed'tately and vjoh^ 
icrfmlj infpirei of God. 

III. The laft, the Reafons upon which it is be- 
yond Dilpute evident, they w^e either /m- 
poftors^ or under the Power €f D^ksfion, or an 
avcr^hcaud Imagination^ 

1. The firft that I fhallgive aa Account of, is, 
their Hiftory: Which would be atmc^ inoredi-. 
ble ^, it the Tbin^ to be related of them had not 
happened in the View of all France 5 if the mill* 
tary Executions, the Prisons and Punifiunents nied 
to keep others from being inf eded by them, had 
not been fp notorious as to make it known all 
over Europe. 

Thedfeinlhort wasthus: . 

-From the Month bf June^ 1688. to the End of 
February following, th^e arofe in Dauphinyj and 
then in VtvaraiSy Five or fix hundred Protcftants 
idf both Sexes, who gave out thsmfdves tobe /V^- 
fhets^ and in^ired of the Holy GhofL The Sed: 
0f the infpired loon became numerous ^ the Yal-^ 

leys 

t YA, Itf^'t Oy to the Defiutf P^gesA, and onwards. 
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leys fwarmed with them, and the Mountains were 
covered: The Enthufiafm fpread xtfelf like a 
Flood, and with fach a Torrent, that a ConHagra* 
tien Mown with a TVind, doth not fpread fafter 
fiom Houfe to Hoofe, than this flew from Parifli 
to Ftoiih ; There were many Thoulands of them i 
they had ftrange Fits, and their Fits came apoQ 
them with Tremblings and Paintings, as in a 
Swoon, which made them flretch out their Arms 
and Legs, and flagger feveral Times before the^ 
diDptdown; theyftnicl: themfelves with their 
Hands, they fell on their Backs, they fhut their 
JEyes, they heaved with their Breafts, they re- 
mained a while in Trances, and coming out of^ 
them with Twitchings, they uttered all that came 
into their Mouths 5 they laid, they law the Hea- 
vens open, the Angels, Faradife and HelL 

Thofe, who were juft on the Point of receiving 
the Gift or Spirit of Prophecy, dropt down, not 
only in the AffemMies, crying out AUrcy ( but in 

the Fields, and in their own tioufes. The 

lead: of their Afiemblies made up four or five 
Hundred, and Ibmeofthem amoqnted to evea 
three or four Thoufand Perfons. — -When an Af* 
fepfibly was appointed, the Men, Women, BoysL 
Girls, and even very young Children, came, (and 
before Day-break too) in Crowds from all the Ham« 
lets round, hurrying fironS their Huts to the Place 

appointed. When the Prophets had for a while 

been under Agitations of Body, they began to 
prophecy 5 the Burden of their Prophefies was. 
Amend your Lives 5 repent ye j the End of aU 
things draws nigh. They made loud Cries for 
Mercy ! the Hills rebounded with the Cry of Mer- 
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cy ! and with Imprecations againft the Prieffs, 
againft the Church, againft the Pope, and againft 
the Antichriftian Dominion ^ with PrediQions of 
the approaching Fall of Popery. — All. they faid at 
thefc Times, was heard aud received with Reve- 
rence and Awe.— -Perfons of good Under ftand- 
iii|" knew not what to think of it, to hear little 
Boyis and young Girls, (oi the Dregs of Mankind 
Who could not lo much as read) quote many Texts 
of the holy Scripture. 

But two Sorts of Perfons terribly oppofed tfie 
Propagation of this Spirit of Prophecy, viz. the 
Juftices who imprifoned thefe Prophets, and the 
Soldiers who had Orders to fall upon their Meet- 
ings. In one AfTembly upon the Mountains of 
CheilareU there were about three Hundred (lain 
on the Spot ^ an Hundred were killed on the Hill 
of Bajfels and feme other like Executions were 
performed elfewhere : And while Col. Fohtllc 
difperfed thofe Affemblies by military Executi- 
ons, Mr. de Bafville, judged (without ceafing) 
the Prifoncrs brought before him from all Parts : 

The Intendant, Mr, Bouchu, likewife fent the 

* infpired to prophecy in the Prifons of Grenoble ^ 
but they contemned the Profecutions of the Jufti- 
ces, fhcwing the greajeft Firmnefs, even at the 
Stake or Gibbet: And, notwithftanding all the 
military Executions and juridical ProcefTes, there 
ftill remained in the Cevennes fome Ember§ of 
this Flame. 

I here intended to have been particular, in gi- 
ving you an Account of the wonderful Things re- 
lated of thefe Prophets^ in Mr. Lacfs Cry to the 
Vcjarty or Hejtimonials of the miraculous Thif^gs 

btely 
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lately eome to pafs in the Cevennes^ verified ufon 
Oath^ andhy other Proofs \ but as this would oblige 
me to be tedious, I (hall refer you to the Book 
itfelfj giving you a Tafte, in the mean Time, of 
two or three Things there witneffcd to. 

John Vernetty of Bois-Cha/iely in the Viverais, 
declared at L(?»i(?»t5 January 14th, i7o6* that 
thefirftPerfons he izw under Inspiration, were 
his own Mother, his Brother, his two Sifters, and 
a Coufin ; that his Mother fpoke (at the Times of 
lnij)iration) ©nly French^ which furprized him 
exceedingly, becaufe fhe never (before her Infpi- 
rations) attempted to {peak a Word in that Lan« 
^uage-, nor has fince, to his Knowledge^ and he 
26 certain (he could not do it ^ he fays the fame 
of his Sifters, and that they all urged their Hear« 
ers to Amendment of Life, and preft it upon him 
in particular, (who was then a little loofe) to be 
fober-, he declares, among other Things, that he 
with two of his Acquaintance went to lee a Friend 
of theirs, near f^ernaux -j that as they were drink- 
ing together at his Houfe, a Girl came to call her 
Mother who was with them, faying, €ome. Mo- 
ther, and fee the Child : Soon after the Mother 
coming to the Back door of the Room where they 
were, called them to come and fee the Babe that 
fpoke 5 bidding them riot be frighted, for that 
Miracle had happened before. They all ran im- 
mediately ; the Child was thirteen or fourteen 
Months old, and covered then in a Cradle, and 
had never of itfelf fpoken a Word, nor could it 
go alone. When they were come in where it was, 
the Child fpoke diftinflly in French, with a Voice 

fmall 

f Vid. Cry to the Def^t, Page 13, 14, 



6 iA LBTTKR eonctrmng 

finall like a Child, bat loud enougk to be well 
lieaard all over the Room. It exhorted^ like others 
in that Condition, to the Workoi Repentance: 
The Room where the Child was, had about tweib 
tj Perfons prefcnt in it, who were (moftof them) 

roosd the Cradle, weeping andprayisg He fur* 

thte declared^ he heard much Talk of a fucking 
Child at CltfUy in DampkiHy^ who ufed to preach 
hy InfpiradofK 

i had not mentioned this Teftimonj, it loeke 
& much like a Romance, but that it coincides 
widia great Mtmiber of other Fads here related, 
as depoied upon Oath, by different Pecfens, and 
ia diSerent Places. I remember indeed but two 
or three Inftances more of Children fo youngs 
wfao' fpake under liifpiration ^ but there are no* 
Bierous Inftances of Children of three, and four, 
and five Years old, and fo on, to fifteen or fizteen^ 
who beinp feized with Agitations and Eztafies, 
delivered long Exhortations under Infpiration. 

QauJ Apnajuuy of Menul^ near AU%y declare 
ed^, on the 14th Jafiuary^ ijo6. (among other 
Things) as foUoweth. One Day I was in Com- 

Eny with forty People, or thrcaboiits, whom I 
d invited to an Aflembly, at a certain Place : 
"When we came to the Place appointed, we found 
Nobody, and judged there had happened fome 
Roafon to have the Meeting elfewhere : While 
we were mufing what to do, one of us (whether 
he had the Gift I know not) faid. Brethren^ let 
us pray to God^ and he will direlt us : He was no 
fboner on his Knees, than there appeared in the Air, 
a Light, like a large Star, which advance^, point- 
ing 
* Vid. Page 27, 30. 
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ing to the Place where the Aflembly vru iMt^ 
half a League from us: M fbon as that light dit 
appeared, we heard the finging of Pfatms^ and lb 
joined our Brethren : The Congregation was be* 
tween three and &ur Hundred. After I came in- 
to that Affembly, fevcn or eight Perfons fell in* 
to Eztafies^ lometimes three fpoke together, bat 
they were at f ach a Diftance tone from another, 
that they did not interrupt one another. — He 
concludes his Declaration m the foTlowingWudi. 
— In the Houfe of my Father at Mtmtel^ a Shep- 
herd, who looked to my Father's Sheep, named, 
Peter Bernemt^ (fo filly, he was next to an Ideot) 
befought me feveral Times to carry him to an 
AiTembly^ which I was afraid to do, left thro' 
his Weaknefs he (hould betray thofc Mairs : Ne- 
verthelefs, one Time I did venture to lead him to 
an Aflembly by Night : Vcter being there, I ob* 
ferved him to keep upon his Knees for two Hours 
together at leafl; then the Gift feized him, he 
was flruck as it were dead : And, after fome Time, 
had violent Agitations of Body. He returning 
home, the Spirit came upon him again the fol- 
lowing Day I at which Time his bodily Motions 
were lo great, that being on his Back, the whole 
Body leapt froni the Grounds We were all afraid 
he would hurt himfelf upon the Pavement : He 
continued to batter himfelf in that Manner, tha:t 
his Hair was as wet with Sweat, as if dipt in Wa- 
ter : Two or three Times was he taken with thefc 
violent Contortions without fpeaking : At length, 
heiaid, it was for his Sins he had been jhus tor- 
mented. After that, in other Infpirations, he 
If oke aloud, quoting appofitdy many Texts of 

Scripture,^ 
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Scripture, and all to prcfs us earneftly to a good 
life As for this Man, I am certain, he could 
not read 5 he never was at Divine Worlhip but 
that Tiin«, nor was he capable to be inftrufted 
by any Perfon whatfoever, to fpeak the Things 
he laid in his Infpirations. 

James du Bois^ of Montpellier^ declared, Ja^ 
fmary ^ih^ 1706. as foUowcth ^. From the Year 
170 1. I faw Perfons infpired in divers Parts of 
the Country, in all, at leaft, two Hundred, f at 
various Times and Places, of every Age and Sex : 
I law, among others, a Boy of fifteen Months of 
Aje at ^ifacj taken in the Arms of his Mother, 
with great Agitations of Body all over, efpecially 
of the Breaft 5 he fpoke with Gulpings of the 
Throat, in good French diftindly, with an audi- 
ble Voice, tho' with Interruptions 5 for which 
Reafon, it was needful to liflien, in order to hear 
ibme Words. This Infant's Speech was, as if God 
feake alivays uiing this Manner of affirming 
Things : I fay unto thee my Childj and the like. 
The f aid Infant was with his Mother clapt up in 
Prifon, as was the ordinary PraSice in the like 
Cafe.-^— I am very lure, I have feen fixty other 
Children between three and twelve Years of Age, 
in the fame Condition ^ the Difcourfes of all 
which tended conflantly to prefs with Ardour an 
Amendment of Life, and foretold alfo feveral 
Things. Being in the Valley, called the Comhc 
du Renardy at a Friend's Houfe, a Boy, who fled 

to 

* Vid. Page 31, 32. f Mr. Boyiry in his Book, entitled, 
*« The LdWfiJneis, Glory and Advantage of giving Relief to 
•* the Proteftants in the Ovennes, reckons the Number of the 
••'young Prophets, ia the Cevennes, the lov/er Languedoc, tobc 
•• near eight Thoufand." Vid. Lacfi Cry, Page 1 8. 
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to ihclter himfclf in that Houfe, being at the 
Age of fir Years, fell into Motions of the Head 
and Brcaft, fpaice aloud, in good French, niany 
Arguments to Repentance, with (ome Prcdiai- 
00s ; and laid, among other Thir.gs, that one 
Part of Babylon the Great would be deilroyed m 
the Year 1708. 

Another Boy of eight Years old, I heard in his 
Infpirations at Montpellter, prophecy touching the 
Re-eflablifhnient of the Reformed Religion in 

Trance. I have feen, at (everal Times, the 

Pcrfons infpired of both Sexes, in the Times of 
their Trances have their Eyes open, and common- 
ly lifted up to Heaven, who faid, that then they 
law Armies of Angels, fometimes thofe Angeu 
eng;aged againft Armies of Men, and divers other 
Things, which I cannot diftindly remember. It 
happened many a Time, that when the People 
were to return Home from the Affemblics, fome 
one or other, fpeaking in his Rapture, declared, 
that God would make Balls of Fire fall from Hea- 
ven, to da22le the Eyes of their Enemies for their 
Security in returning Home 5 which proved fb 
indeed feveral Times b/ Night : for I have often 
feen them on that Occafion. 

I might prefent you with fifty Declarations, all 
taken upon Oath, of the like Tendency with thefe 
I have mentioned : But, as I faid, I muft refer 
you to the Book itfelf Only, before I pro- 
ceed, I cannot forbear tranfcribing fome Parts of 
a Letter from Vivarais-^ it is not among Mr. Lacy'^ 
Teftimonials: I met with it in a Piece, entitled, 
ji Relation of fever al Hundreds ofC ildun^ and o- 
ibers^ that prophecy and preach in their Sleeps Frc. 

B But 
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But as it relates to the Subjed: I am upon, and to 
the lame People, I fhall here giire it a Place. It 
if as follows 5 

It IS about a Fortnight ago, that fome Perfons 
began to preach the Gofpel, with lb many Signs 
and Wonders, that it would make you tremble. 
They are People of all Ages and Sexes, with- 
out Diftindlion ^ altho' the greateft Part of thf m 
are Boys and 6irls, from fix or feven to twenty 

five Years of Age— They preach almoft Day 

and Night, without ceafing. Thefc Affemblies 

are £o numerous, that Yefterday there was one of 
fifteen Hundred Perfons^ and that held from feven 
a Clock in the Morning until fix at Night. — Peo^ 
pie go thither from all Parts. — If youfaw how 
they wept, you would be concerned at it.— They 
boldly fay. The Gofpel will he preached every 

where. ^There arc Ibme that preach whilft a- 

fleep, others being awake. — If there be any no- 
torious Sinners in the Aflembly, thoft poor Prea- 
chers call them to them, and fall into terrible 
Torments, until fuch Time as the Sinners come 
to them. — ^Whcn they are come^ they cry over 
their Heads, Mercy and Grace; always exhort- 
ing thole Sinners ferioufly to repent, and the Peo- 
ple to pray to God to pardon them. They make 

public Prayers for Sinners 5 if thofe Sinners re- 
pent, and God pardons them, they themfelves fall 
to the Ground as dead, without any Appearance 
of Life ^ and when they come to themfelves, they 
feel an Happinefs and Contentment, nvhich they are 
not able to exprefs. It happens likewife, that o- 
th^r Members, who are not fo great Sinners, fall 
to the Ground after the fame Manner^ There 

falls 
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fills down iometim^B twenty or thirty at onoea; 
And as laA a)B they fall, and efpedally when it ii 
a grtat Sinner, thofe poor Preachers make great 
EzpreiTionsof Joy^ and remain {ometimes in a 
Swoon, as in an Extafy, faying, that they fee 
the Heavens opened, and our Lord pouring out 
his Bleffing on them. — - — They fay, witlun*—* 
Days, the great Perfecution will be over. In fine. 
Sir, you may be lure what I fay is true, and that 
I do not tell you the fiftieth Part of what there is 
of it : For the ableft Man in the Kingdom would 
never be able to mention every Thing, altho* he 
had been at all their Aflemblies.— They fpeak very 
great Things of the King •, the Conclufion where- 
of, is, that he Jhall know the Truth and be con- 
verted. All this^ feems to me, to be confider- 
able and important enough to defire yon to be fo 
charitable as to lend me your Opinion concerning 
it i after having firft confulted with two Dolors 
you have moft £fteera for. 

Thefe are fome of the Things related of thefe 
Prophets in France. 

I go on to obferve. — Sometime in the Year 
1706, three or four of thefe Prophets came over 
into England^ and brought their prophetic Spirit 
along with them J which difcovered itfelf in the? 
fame Way and Manners, by Extafies, and Agita- 
tions, and Infpirations under them, as it had done 
in Prance : And they propagated the like Spirit 
to others, lb that before the Year was out, there 
were two or three HundredTof thefe Prophets ia 
and about London^ of both Sexes, of all Ages, 
Men, Women, and Children, and they had deli- 
vered 
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vered under Infpiration, four ov five Handled 
froj>hetic H^^'armngs. 

I cannot exhibit a more lively Idea of the true 
Genius of thefc Profhets;^ particularly of their 
Agitations, under the Influence of which they al- 
ways were, when they Ipake by the Infpiration 
of the Spirit, than by rchearfing to you the Ac- 
count Mr John Lacy^ the chief of the Englijb 
Prophets, has given ol himfclf . —-r- He introduces 
it in thofe Words. * What follows doth particu- 

* larly concern myfclf, which I give with the 

* fume Awfulnefs, and appeal to the Searcher of 

* all Hearts, as if I were called ' by Authority 

* to do it upon Oath.^" Then follows the Ac- 
count thus. ' Having fvom November laft, to the 

* beginning of />^r«jry fallowing, been prelent 
' divers Times at the Extafies of Mr. Marion, Mr. 
^ Fage, and Mr. Cavalier • I can fay, that their 

* Agitations did never make any ImprcfFion upon 

* my Mind or Imagination, luchasto promote an 

* Imitation of them, or even an Inclination to it : 

* For the Space of at leaft eighteen Days before 

* mine came upon me, I had ieen none of them 5 

* and mine. were fo intirely different from any of 

* theirs ; /fhat it is altcigether unlikely, that the 
^ Force ^f Imagination, (as Ibme without due Con- 

* lideratign hav? fancied,) could produce them. 
* The firft Symptom of the Emotions on my 

* Body, furpnzed me in the Inffcant of awaking, 

* on the firft Day of March •, which was the fame 

* Morning on which I delivered to the Printer, 

* the Cry to the "Defart. Thofe Agitations, in a 

* various Manner, and hardly to he defcribed, 

contmued 

♦ Vid. Preface to his Warning, firft Part, Page x, and on- 
wards. 
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* continued more or lefs upon mc unto the 12th 

* Day ^ijune^ before the Word was put into my 

* Mouth. — -lean fay politively, I never once ex- 

* peded or deiired to have them, before I wasac- 
^ tually feized with them : But as they came not 

* of my Will or Defire, fo I know they came in 

* confequence of my frequent Prayers, that God 
^ would guide me aright in my Opinion and Judg«> 

* ment of that awful Subject of Infpiration among 

* the Ceyennes^ whereof I h^d been then, and for 
*two Months before, preparing the abol^efaid 

* printed Relation or Account. — — The bodily 

* ImprelEons were gradually increafing upon me^ 

* until the EffeS, or rather Iffne of them was 
f produced, yiz. the opening my Mouth to /peak. 

* They began by a preternatural Courfe of 

* Breathing •, then my Head came to be agitated 

* or ftiaken violently, and forcibly, and with a 

* very quick Motion horizontally, or ^ from Side 

* to Side i then my Stomach had Twitches, not 

* much unlike an Hickup ^ afterwards my Hands 
^ and Arms were violently fhaken^ at length a 

* Struggle or Labouring in the Wind-pipe, and 

* fometimes a Sort of Catching or Twitches all 

* over my Body •, and for about a Week before 
^ my Speaking, I obferved my Tongue was now 

* and then 'moved involuntarily, as were alfo my 

* Lips, my Mouth and Jaw f everally 5 all which 

* Preparation of the bodily Organs, I found at- 

* tended with a conftant Elevation of Soul to 

* God •, the Mind being unaccountably caft into a 

* Frame of fpiritual Joy, holy Contempt of all 

* Things in the World, and incefTant Prayers, 
^ fat more earneft and intent than what I had ever 

' found 
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* found before. -My fecret Prayers were in- 

' feparably attended with the Increafe of thofe 
' Symptoms, and during all this Time, I iearch- 

* ed the Scriptures carefully for mj Direaioo, 
' and heedf ully conlidered all the Advices given 

* me by Friends. 

^ After fo much Care and Fear of being delu- 

* ded, I am the better aflured, and do affirm with« 
^ out the leafl Doubt, that my Agitations and 

* Words in th^ Extafy, are produced by a fuperior 

* Agent, and are independent of me any further, 

* than that I do not, »or dare not oppofe, but do 
remain altogether Pallive. My Mind at 

* thole Times, continues clear and fedate, daring 

* which my Fear and Caution make me wait al- 

* ways, until the Tongue be moved by that fupe- 

* rior Power ^ nor doth any Impulfe alone prevail 

* with me therein \ fo that it is no longer I, as 

* the Prime voluntarily Mover and Agent that 

* fpeak , and oftentimes I know not the Senfe, 

* until the Words are fpoken, and fo heard by 

* me as by other Perf ons prefent. Nor did I my- 
*felf write thofe Englijh Words, which are con- 

* tained in the Warning of the 12th of July^ but 

* my Fingers were forcibly moved to do it, my 

* Eyes then being clofe Ihut, and I under Agita- 

* tions. Therefore I utterly deny mylelf to be 

* the Framer, either of the Agitations or of the 

* Voice. I have, moreover, thrice experienced a 
^ Tone or Manner in the Voice itfelf, which I am 

* well afTured, I am noways capable of, in my na* 

* tural State. 

* I have great Reafon to blefs God, for having 

* had a virtuous Education, and for the Grace he 

! has 
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' has fince rouchfafed me, never to allour myfclf 
« to live in the PraOice of any known Sin 5 nor 
« deliberately, or prefumptuoufly to commit any 
« one fuch Afl:. I have therefore the more 

* Confidence, that God doth not now deliver me 

* up to fo horrid a Delufion, as the voluntary 
« fpeaking of myfelf in his Perfon would be, and 

* when I believe the wilful doing thereof would 

* be fuch an heinous Crime, as would defervethat 

* I fhould be ftruck down inftantly into Hell.-— 

* It is a great Comfort to me, and the Means of 
^ my Afiurance, that I am no longer in my na- 

* tural Liberty of Thought or Speech at fuch 

* Times ^ that my Agitations generally hold me 

* a quarter of an Hour before I fpeak 5 which Time 

* is generally emjjloyed in mental Prayer, and 

* Ads of Refignation, without the leaft previous 

* Thought, (for the moft Part) of what at length 

* is fpoken ; altho' fpmetimes indeed fome few 
« Words may be reprefented to my Intelleft, per- 

* haps, a Minute before. 

* I know alFuredly, that no Trouble of Mind, 

* nor melancholy, nor a PrepofTeffion of prophe- 

* tical Schemes, drew me into the State that I am 

* under. — J enjoy at this Time, (thro* Mercy) a 

* perfeft Health, without any Pain, Sicknefs, or 

* Weaknefs whatfoever,or any Sort of Diforder pro- 
^ ceeding from the frequent cxflatic Agitations-, I 

/ fleep ordinarily fevcn Hours in twenty-four j I 

* have a good Appetite and Digeftion ^ and I ap* 

* peal to all Perlons, with whom I converfe about 

* my neceffary Affairs, and to fueh other Compa* 

* ny as daily occurs to me, whether I am other- 
^ wife befides myfelf than only to God. 

•As 
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* * As to the Obfervation of the Lord's-Day, it 
^ has pleafed God to vbuchfafe me his gracious 
< Vifits, more frequently and folemnly on thofe 

* Days than on others: I therefore with Joy and 

* Comfort wait for them •, a Voice that comes to me 

* frequently in my Clofet, as well as before Com- 

* pany, (which upon all the Inquiry, Realfoning^ 
^ Caution, Fear, and Deliberation that I am capa- 

* ble of ) I do firmly believe to be from God 5 

* confequently, I dare not difobey, hide, or ftifle^ 

* under the Dread of thereby charging my Con- 

* fcience with a Load of Guilt arid Horror unfup* 

* portable ; altho' at the fame Time, I am fenfi- 

* ble, what numerous Reproaches, what Lofs, 

* what Difficulties, what Hazards, what Trouble, 
« what Labour, what Clamours and Contempt, the 

* owning myfelf to be infpired, has done, doth, 

* and will engage me in.--- 1 would not furely 

* have unnecenarily brought myfelf under any of 

* thefe ; nor could I now, (by my own proper 
« Strength) bear up under them : But the inward 

* Joy that I have from the great Comforter, has 

* from the beginning fupported me, and I truft it 
< will continue fb to do, and make me in his due 

* Time triumphant over all/ 

This is the Account he gives of himfelf in his 
Preface to his Warnings^ the firft Part, Page firft 
to 6th. — In another Piece of his, entitled, A Rela* 
Hon of the Dealings of God to his unworthy Servant^ 
John Lacy, hcvgives a further Account of him- 
lelf : It is prefaced thus "^. * I think fit here to 

* give an Account more at large, of that fuperna- 

* tural State which befel me, on the 12th oijutie^ 

* Vid. Page 8. 
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* 1707. whereof I publiQied a fliort* Narration* 
^ which Narration I hereby again confirm^ and 

* add other Things touching myfelf, which God 

* alone being Privy to, the proper Judge of, I de- 
' liver with the feme awful Solemnity, frequent 

* with the Apoftle, the God and Father of our Lord 

* Jefus Chri/i^ which is hleffcd for cvcr^ knometh 

* that I lye not! Me then goes on^; ^ As to 

* Sufferings 5 the riling up of every Party ih Re- 

* ligion againft us 5 the numerous defamatory 

* Pamphlets i the Difcountcnance of Magiflirates •, 

* the geoieral Defertionof Friends 5 the Diffatis- 

* fadlion of Relations •, the Cenfure of the Pious 5 

* the Hiffing of the Prophane ; Thefe are but feme 

* of the Difficulties, which have rendered a Re- 

* tirement to God a precious and valuable Re- 

* fuge indeed, without which, I am fure they 

* would have been infupportable to me 5 but with 

* which, I have enjoyed under theni, and do, a 

* Canaan of Reft, I never at any Time was ac- 

* quainted with before. — That an evil Spirit 
^ could dired: me to feek Repofc in God, and up- 
' on applying to the Throne of Grace for it, give 

* and continue the lame to me, I dare not allow 

* myfelf to think: Fortitude was hone of my Ta- 

* lent before, therefore I do know the better, that 

* it was giveil to me now.-*— As. to the Agitations j 

* that they proceed from a fupernatural Caufe, 

* and of an Agent feparate and diftinfl: from me, 

* I cannot be ignorant of, after a full Tear's Expe- 

* rience.-— When my Arm, Leg, or Head is (ha- 

* ken, I muft be allowed to know, whether it be 

* voluntary from myfelf, or not: And I do affirm^ 

C *it 

* Vid. Page next, and onwardi. 
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* it is not from myfelf, nor at my own Will •, but, 

* on the contrary, when that Agent doth fo, if I 
' think to fupprefs the fame,he doth continucfb to 
' ftart and twitch my Limbs, and by more inte- 

* rior Uncafincfi over my whole Body, to folicit 

* my Obedienee •, that I can have no Reft, until 
« I fufFer the fame to take Place. — I cannot better 

* defcribe my Condition in that Junfture, than 

* BMhu peaking of the lufpiration of the Al- 

* mighty, doth, by faying. The Spirit within mc 

* conftraincth me: Behold ^ my Belly is as Wine 

* 'mhtch hath no vent •, // // ready to burfi like new 
f Bottles. I will /peak that 1 may be refrelbed, 
^ And, Jeremiah^ Chapter xx, ^ben^ Ifaid^ I will 

* not make mention ofbimj nor /peak any mare in bis 
^ Name 5 but bis Word was in my Heart as a burn- 

* ing Fire JImt up in my Bones •, and I was weary 
^ with forbearing, and I eould not flay. Uuder this 

* foreign Influence, I felt my Fingers terribly 
' contraSed and moved, to write thofe Words, 

* in Page 90th, of the fir ft Book offVarnings : Un- 

* der this Influence, my Body was removed ten or 

* eleven Feet, as in Page 65 th of the Second. Part, 
^without any concurrent Mixture of my Agency. 

* Under this Influence, I have been carried on my 
' Knees feveral Times round a Room, fafter than 
' I could haye gone on my Feet. Some other 

* Particularities, many alfo have been Witnelles 

* of ; but thefe may fufEce to fhew, that I am at 

* Times under the Agency of another diftindl: Be- 

* ing 5 in which Times, the Tongue alfo is at the 

* Direftion of that foreign Agent,' and no more 

* under mine, than the Motion of the other Part 

* of the Body. This being the true State of the 

'Cak 
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* Cafe with me, and evidently paralleFd, with 

* fome Variationg, In two or three oundrcd Verfons 
^ in London, it is ftrange the Caveat fhould whol- 
ly paft over the Appearance fupernatiiral at- 

* tending us. ^But it is neceflary I add further, 

' that God has diftinguiflied his Favours to me in 

* point of Health 5 fo that the Agitations leave 

* me perf edly at Eale •, nor do they bring with 

* them concomitantly, any Sort of Pain or Op- 

* preffion, and inflead of enfeebling, do fenfibfy 

* rcfrefh the Body j and whatfoever be the Vio- 

* lence or Continuance of them, do not wafte the 

* Spirits, but exhilarate. They have never in- 

* jured any other Perfon, nomore than him, whom 

* they afFed, There comes with them an Influx 
: * of the Mind al/c^ lifting it up iii Prayer to God, 

* with Reverence and Awe: All which I know of 

* a Certainty is f o with me-, and as God knows it 

* too, I cannot reconcile the fame with the Super- 

* intendency of an evil Spirit, operating upon 
Vme at thofe Times, 

[ For thepyophetic Scriptures of the Kingdom; 

* I never did in the preceding Part of my Life, 

* read them with any Attention ^ nor did I ever 

* hear a Sermon upon that Point, (to the beft of 

* my Remembrance) either in the Church for 

* Meeting. I never converfed on'the Subjedi with 
' thofe feveral Sorts of People, who are Inquir- 

* ers into them ^ nor did ever read any Comment 

* or Book upon the fame, the Reverend Mr. PVbi- 
^ ftons late one, excepted: Therefore what Dif^ 

* courfes of mine, under the Operation of the Sph 

* r/V, are found to treat on that Subjeft, came not 

* from any Sprt , of previous Perfualion ^ by Pre- 

* medi- 
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* mediUtion and Study, I was not the Author of 

* any of them, nor did I ever fpeak from meer 

* Impulfe, or receive the Snbjed contained, from 

* the Didatc of any other Perfon. The adventt^ 

* tioMS Pawefy (whofe impelling Force I have al- 

* ready defcribied) by the Motions it caufed in my 

* Breath, Tongue, and Lips, formed the Words : 

* And I can fay if, in the Prefence of God, that 
' oftentinies the Subjcd was not fo much as fore- 

* exhibited to my Intelleft; nor did I know it, 

* but as another Hearer, until after the Words 

* were pronounced. Sometimes indeed, that ad-- 

* vent it ions Power overfhadowing the Mind, pre- 

* fented a ferene Brightnefs to my Conception, 

* clearly diftinguifhable from the natural Facul- 

* /j^ 5 in which Cafe, I waited until the Organs of 

* Speech were fupernaturally moved, which with 

* me has often been Half an Hour, nay, a full 

* Hour of Agitation. Thus it happened, OStober 
^ 8, when a By-ftander vehemently urging me to 

* fpeak, the Words came out, no other Utterance 

* hit what the Holy Ghofi gives 5 for the Man that 
i doth it prefumptuoufly^ Jhall die. But the Searcher 
^ of all Hearts knows, I am not confciousof my 

* wilful fpeaking any Thing of myfelf, under that 

* Operation of the Spirit. Wherefore the faid 

* Difcourfes coming not from me» as ^jfi^ountain ^ 

* but flowing thro' me, as th^ CharineJ), and like 

* Water out of the Pump, by the Agitation of the 

* Sucket V I am not refponfible for them in mv 

* natural Capacity. 1 have more than once, with 

* the moft awfial Solemnity , declared and publifh- 

* ed in Print, that in the Times of my ExtaCy, I 

* am under the Agency of another diftindt Being ^ 

*for 
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* fer further Affuranccof my Sincerity, in which 

* Declaration, I have lately appealed to God at the 

* LordVTable/ 

I have thus largely tranfcribed Mr. Lacy'% Ac^ 
count of himfclf, that in him, as in a Glafs, you 
might fee the true ^ftrit of thcfe Prophets. The 
Things he fays of himfelf, are true of the reft; 
of fome Hundreds in London^ in a lefs or greater 
Degree. The like Agitations are common to 
them all, the like Frame and Temper of Mind, 
the like Opinion of themfelves, as ad:ed by a fu- 
perior and independent Agent. And indeed this 
feems to have been the Opinion of fome others 
about them-, according to thofe Words of Mr. 
Lacy^ in his Letter to Dr. Woodward. — ^ ' I take 

* Notice, fays he, in Bage 45th, that you allow 

* the Agency of a fuperior Power on us, not only 

* from what I have teftified touching myfelf, but 

* from feveral other Inftances, attefted to you by 

* credible WitnefTes, of Things done by the Pro- 
^ phets, which feemed plainly to exceed the Sphere 

* of human Efficiency ^5 which Matter has, no 

* doubt, been fatisfadlorily apparent to many 

* hundred Speftators, and may be Efficiently wit* 

* neffed by a Multitude of Perfons, who have up- 

* on ihehi the Influence of that independent over- 

* rnling iSsgnt/ — But, 

II. I now go on according to the Method pro- 
pofed 5 to give the Reafons, why thefe Prophets 
were thought to be immediately iiifpired by the 

Holy Ghoft. And thefe I fhall give you in the 

Words of Sir Ktchard Bulkley^ Baronet, and of Mr. 
John Lacy. 

To 

* See Page 3, 4. 0/ this Letter. 
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To begin with the former of thefe GcntleraerC 
The Evidences upon which he received the Voice 
of thefe Prophets, as the Voice of GOD, were the 
Operations and EfFeds wrought by it, which, 
fays he ^, * are either of the Graces of the holy 
Spirit wrought powerfully in the Hearts of thofe 
whom he has called into this Difpenfation, or 
of his Gilts, 'oh. thofe that follow, the Gift of 
Prayer and Supplication 5 the Gift of Exhorta- 
tion^ of Predidion 5 of Languages 5 ofdifcem- 
ing the Secrets ofth« Heart 5 the Gift of Mini- 
fbration of the fame Spidt to others by laying on 
of Hands, and the Gift of Healing : Of every 
one of which I fhall give clear anf manifcft In- 
fiances. 

* I. As to the Communication of the fanftify- 
ing Grace of God, to the Souls of thofe who be- 
believe in and . attend upon this . Difpenfation. 
It is no unreafbnable Requefi: that I ma^e, in 
deiiring not to be.bou^d down toanfwer for eve- 
ry individual P^ori, thiat is outwardly a Pro- 

fcffdir. — Thqte was a Judas among the 

twelve, and an An'amas among thofe that pre- 
terlded to fell their Eftates to give to the Poor : 
— But as far as I can obferve from theAo 
quaintance of many Months, it has in many, 
produced thofe feveral EfFeSs, of Mccknefs, Pa-- 
ticncc under hjHirin^ a Contempt of the Worlds 
a Dread and Hatred of all Sin^ a Love and De- 
light in fecret Prayer^ and an intire Humility to 
the very Duft^ an unsatiaele. Thirst 

After 

* See an Anfwer to feveral Treati/es on theSuhjeSi of the 
Prophets^ by Sir Richard Bulklcy, Baronet, Page 89, and on- 
wards. 
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* AFTER CONTINUAL ATTENDING UPON 

' THE Worship of Goo in the Assem^ 
^ BLiEs, atber in fraying to him^ or hearing his 

* IVord^ an efctenfive Charity to Mankind of all 

* &m, and a Comportment in the Worlds agreeable 
hereto. 

* The Power of God has alfo herein appeared, 

* in turning the paffionate, quarrelling and fight- 

* ing Lion^ the fraudulent, cozening and cheat- 

* iiig Fox, into a Lamb ^ the favage Temper into 

* Meckneft, and a patient receiving of Injuries 
^ and Infults -, the luxurious and debauched into 

* Temperance •, the Prophane into a continual 

* Devotion of Soul to God. Now if thefe, appear- 

* ing in the Lives of thole that were in the firfl: 

* Ages, converted to Chriftianity, were brought 

* by Turtullian as irrefragable Arguments of the 

* divine Power of the Chrijiian Religion, in thofe 

* Times, I do not fee how the Force of that Argu- 

* gument can be evaded in this Cafe. And that 
' the Matter of Faft is true, I take upon me to 

* juftify, altho' the naming of Names in Print, 
^ upon fuch an Occafion, would be making too 
' bold with my Friends. I can never have the 
Meaft Doubt or Sufpicion, that fo good and fo 

* conflant Operations, as the Love of God, the 
' Hatred of one's felf, and a voluntary Separation 
^ of Soul from the Pieafures of this Life, from co- 
' veting the Riches and Honours of this World, a 
' full Contentment in the Want of human Confo- 

* lations, and Joy in Hardfhips and Contempt, 
' (all which I have feen exemplified in this Dif- 
' penfation) could poffibly proceed from an evil 

* Sprit. And, 

2. As 
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2. As t(y fpiritual Gifts : And, 

« I. That of Prayer and Supplication. I have 

* heard thofe, who, if I may judge by their for- 
^ mer wicked Lives, and by their Affirmation al- 
^ to, never faid a Prayer in their Lives, except . 

* the hordes Prayer*^ nor did know what it was to 

* ptay, nor how to pray ^ and together with thefe 

* alfo, have I heard other Perlons, Jlecbanicks, of 

* very mean, even contemptible Parts or Capa- 
•city, and alfo Children, little Children -^ both 

* the one and the other of thefe, when under the 

* Operation of the Spirit, pray with that Freedom 

* for Words, and that Power as to Matter, as mufl, 

* I think, have aftoniflied and alfo moved the 

* Heart of any fincere Hearer. I muft fay the 

* fame, in every Refpeft, as to the next Gift a- 

* bove-menticned, that of Esbortation-^ which in 

* fome of very mean Capacities is given with an 

* Eloquence, that pleafes even Unbelievers. 

As to the Gift of Prediliion ^ it is fo notorious 

* among us, that every Day gives us convincing 

* Inftances in our private Condudl. We are often 

* commanded, when at very private Meetings, to 

* break up and depart immediately, for that our 
^ Enemies are at Hand •, and before we are far out 

* of Danger, we find it was fo. The PrediSion 

* of the opening the Mouths of fbme Perfons to 

* fpeak under Iufpiration, has been accordingly 

* fulfilled to a Dav. The Vifit of the Spirit, of 

* which the firji ueflimotiy is that of Agitations, 

* has been promifed in a Blefling, at the firft or 

* fecond Time of fuch Perfons being blefled j 

* which has been fulfilled in above an Hundred In-- 

* ftances, notorious to them that will not (hut 

* their 
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^ their Eyes, and ftop their Ears. The PrediaioA 
'ofotherperfonalor family Occurrencet, in tha 
'Bleffings pronounced to P^rfons, unknovrh to 

• thofe by whom they were pronounced, is what 

• Hundreds can hear Teftimouy tp. 

* As to the Gift of Languages ^ befides whit Mr. 

• Lacy has declared of his Education ^, and that 

D *h(r 

* It is well known among my ReJations iand Friends, that I 
came to London in 1680, being then fixteen Years of Age, hav- 
ing learned no further at School, than Virgil^ Horace, axid a. 
litSe of the Greek Grammar, For a Year afbcr, or thereabouts, 
I continued to read fuch Latin Books, as I brought out of the 
Country with me ; but my Emplo3rment to which I was put out 
by my Parents, foon turning my Thoughts another Way, I ne- 
ver iince that Time read more, than a Leaf or two accidentally, 
of that Language, and even that moftly, as it may have come 
in my way in rcacing an Englijh Book j except that about twenty . 
Years ago, I attempted to read Strada de Bella Belgico^ and find- 
ing mytelf unable to underftand it, after having gone on in it a- 
bout forty Leaves in Duodecimo , I laid it by. Whether the La-- 
tin of the Infpirations herein following, could be fumifhed hy 
me, from fuch Initiation or Progrefs therein^ as I have given an 
Account of; or whether of the many !Thoufand$ in London, in 
like Circumftances, there are any that caii perform it, I leave o- 
thers to pafs their Sentiments upon. As to myfelf, I know . that 

I do not, now, fo much as underftand the Englijh of many 
Words of them, (but as the Infpiration itfelf doth at the Time 
teach me inwardly the Senfe of them) nor do I at all know tbo 
true Conjugations ; and even yet, when out of the Extajy, % 
4un utterly uncapable of compofing any Thing of that Kind, al- 
though upon the utmoft Deliberation and Thought : Whereas 
every one of the faid Difcourfes came from me, without Preme- 
ditation, and without being able to guefs, in what Language the 
Spirit would then fpeak by my Mouth, until the very Utterance, 
and with concurring Agitations of Head and Body, which might 
be fufficient to confound the Senfe of any premeditated Difcounc^ 
of the moft able and learned Head. The Greek Words men- 
tioned in fomc of thcfc Difcourfes, came likewife from my 

Montbt 
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he has not read inaZtftinBook fbrtbeielw^JMjF 
Tearsli^paft, Idoa&r ^tas what I]ciiow,(a« 
much as one Man can knoir fucb a Thin^ of 
anotlier) that at the he^nnii^ of his ^c^ng 
Latin^ whkh was upon the fi»ind Ihj oSJuly^ 
1707, he defiled me to oonftnic fin him the 
Tnings which himlelf had ipoken, hut wider* 
ftood not. Bat I farther pioteft, in the Prefence 
of the greit God, the Searcher of all Hearts, that 
upon the ninth Day of ilasaijllaft pait, hc^ and 
A and Mr. Farta were in a Coadi together; and 
that fb (bong was the Laiin Impremon on hxnx 
at that Time^ Uiat fiir ahoye fmr Miles travel* 
ling together, and whidi was above an Hour, we 
were all the Way propofii^ and icdtuig^ of 
Sentences, of the hainefl Latm ¥re ooidd think 

of- ^ilr^ Fjcio redted to him oat of Ouut% 

Metamctphfjis^ Vhrgit% lEmcub^ IjurniMS\ and 
I out of MdftiaU Horaat's Odcs^ and dc Ana 
Poftua^ Src- not any one of which Books, he had 
ever read at School, except Martial^ mdthat 
no (boner did we recite a line in Loim^ hat he 
recited the fame in £«jiiV», as readily, as if he 
were then reading it before him. — In all 

'which 

Momh. «m) the Scnfc cf t)M»i was dearfv umftfled imon m^ m 
Iho Momm ixl imxmkhukui. ; altlio^ Ac' Worfs I ochowife un- 
*JfHUHKl imt I Kw tKXw *Mo fomc Plnfe and PecolBriiies of 
V»^^^*7 m thf f,< v^, ^hUh l«c.xt««l, heaid. orthourfit 
nK V^^Mh^ Ih Kvt m, Kiw^Wcr^ cnul tho- wro thus ut^wL 
^^^^^ \\\\WK \\\\^^ x\^< sMh^x .WiiOR^ iwivid thcm^ aU wbich 
lu«AUvv*^vt •,t.^v,'^jf^, 1 ,^ukv* upon «w>odicr, dan die 
^t""^ i w / ^^.^""^^ ^^^^^^^ l^«uiV» ufon me ID dm Kind 5 of 
K vv* '^''' ^JV^uit^ fixM« tht H*:yS/i^. bx'dicMoadiof o- 

ih m »^ " ^ '^•^''*'* '' ^*^*^V^.. ditiiftPmof 
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^ whicb^ he didaot mils the Signification of three 

* triie JUain Wctds. But he propefcd to us at firft, 

* not tog^vehimwiyuckmcalWo^cds^riDT any for- 
' aijgn Word made La/ii; ^as Altptes^ScbogmAaics^ and 

* the like ; which was but rebfonable, neither of 

* foch bein^ properly Latin. And in Truth, with 
^ all our Endeavour, we could not po£e him ^ which 
-* was to our very great Aftonifliment. This Gift 
^ doth come and go , and when away, he knows no 

* more Latin than what his natural Memory re- 
^ tains, and which, as I may fay, it had learned, 

* while he was under the Operation of the Spirit, 
' as to that Gifl:. He has had it, I diink, twice 
^ or thrice fince the beginning. 

^ I do alfo ih the like awfm Prefence,. affirm,^ 

* that I have heard Mr. Dutten, a young Gentle* 

* man, an Attorney in ih^ Middle-^ cmple*^ whe», 
^ as he told me, had had his Educati(Hi in a little 
^ oblcare School, in a fmall Vi^l^ in Cbijhire ; 
' where he advanced fb far, as to be jofi entred 

* into the Greek Grammar 5 who, at this Day, has , 
^ no more Latin than is juft neceifary iot his Pro« 

* ielfion 5 but knows not one Hebrew Letter from 

* another, nor hardly any Greek one. This Man, 

* I fay, I have heard utter with great Readincfe 

* and Freedom, compleat Difcourfes in Hebrew^ 

* for near a quarter of an Hour together, and 

* Ibmetimes longer, 

* It is not a juft Obieflion aeainft what I fay> 
^ that I myfelf cannot talk rkbreTP-^ for tho'I 
;• cannot fpeak, either the fFel/b^ the Irifb^ or the 
"* Dutcb Languages 5 yet having lived where they ^ 

* have been fpoken, tho' i cannot fpeak ^ny of 

* thofe Languages, I can perfeQly diftinguilh, 
'^ * (and 
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< (and fo may others who cannot fpeak them) T>e- 

< tween every one of them \ and tnow which it 
« is that is fpoken, as certaiftly as if I could ipeak 

* the Languages. And, as to this particular In" 

< ftance of the Hebrew 5 I catched at feveral 
€ Words, as he went on, here and there, which I 

< know to be Hebrew •, as for Example , and 

< diverfe other Words, of all which heunderftood 
« not one 5 but had an Impreffion on his Mind; 
« that it was an Hymn of Praife to GOD for his 

* calling of Ifrael — ^And afterwards under Infpi- 

* ration, it was declared to him in my hearing, 
^ * thou Jhalt Jpeak the Hebrew Language^ better 

* than any that doth now ffeak it. 1 have 

* heard of others, EngUJh Children, that have un- 

< der Infpiration, fpoken French 5 but not hav- 

* heard it myfelf , I will not offer it. 

* I come now to fo difcriminating an Inftance 

* of the Divine Power, that of difcovering the Se- 
'^ crets of the Heart: That I will not proceed, 

* without folemnly prefacing to the Reader ; that 

* not anfwering for Words, but as near as Memo- 

* ry will ferve me, I declare, in the Prefence of 

* the great GOD, the Searcher of all Hearts 5 that 

* that what I am now going to afErm of his 

* Vouchfafements to me, and Demonftration of 

* his mighty Power and Prefence, as to this Head 

* is certainly Truth: And may that great GOD, 
t* who is jealous of his Honour, and who will not 

* be ferved by Lies j that will pweep away eyery , 
^ fuch Refuge:, may his Fengeancejmoke againjt 

* me^ and may he fweep me away^ as with a Whirl" 

* wind^ liying^ and in his JVrath , if I Ihall dcli^ 

ver 
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* rer any Thing, in thefe following Lines, that is 

* contrary to Truth. 

^ And, firft, as to what has been the Matter of 

* Bleflings, (we underftand by that Word, whate- 

* ver is fpoken in Infpiration, over the Head of 

* any particular Perfon j whateVer the Contents of 

* it be, whether Confolation, Reproof, or even 

* ThreateningsJ I have heard divers, whom I 

* have long known, and do believe to be Perfons 

* of ftridl Piety 5 as fooM as they have received a 
^ Blefling, declare, that what was (aid to them at 

* that Time, it was impoffible for any Mortal to 

* have known. The particular State of their Soul, 

* fo fet before them, as could not, probably, have 

* agreed to any other Perfon living, befides them* 
^ felves. And indeed, I have heard Numbers at 

* the fame Time, declare this very Thing, as what 

* at that Inftant, has been their own Cafe; And 

* yet the Reader muft know, that the Perfon pro* 
^ nouncing the Bleflings, has always his, or her 

* Eyes clofe fliut, (I have never feen but three 

* that are otherwife) and have been generally at 

* fuch a Time, in a dark Corner of the Room, 

* and fo invironed with thofe who waited to be 

* blefled 5 that even with open Eyes, the feveral 

* Perfons of the Company, could not have been 
^ diftinguiflied by them. 

' As to this Thing, of giving Bleflings, it was 

* not at every Meeting, perhaps not once in four ^ 

* or five Times, (I am fpeaking now as the Stat^ 

* of the Thing was, when the Number of the in^ 

* fpired was! fo few, as to make but one Meeting : 
^ But now there are, I believe, about two Hun- 
^ dred, who have the Earneflr of that Vifit of the 

* holy 
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Mioly Spirit* andof thraa, above Forty, of Men, 
< Women ana Children, who faav^ fpoken under 
«llieOpeniCk)B of the Spiirtt, and the Kumber of 
^ each encreafkig almofi daily) that Blefiingsirare 
«^vea So that neither the Thttigitfelf, nor the 
^Per&n by vrfaom it ihould be given forth, were, 

* CSC <xmld oe expe3ed. And Ibmetimes the Spi« 
« tit would beple^fed to order it from a Frencb 
^ Month, and lometimes fix>m an Engiifi MoyAh, 

* fofoetiiaes from a Child, either a Boy or a Girl ; 
^ from the Mouths of each of which, i have re- 
^ ceived that to myid£, which I am iiire nodiing 

* but GOD could fpeak.' — -And after having men- 
tioned leveral Things relating to himfelf and o« 
thers, toolongtorehearfe, he adds, ^ That when 
^ Spies have come in, with very f erious Behavi- 
^ our, undifcovered ^ but with Intent to betray 

* us, either by making felfe Stories, raifing the 
' Mob, or doing us otner Mifduef ; I have heard 

* immediately one of the infpired call out to them, 

* by the Name of Jualai, and fometimes tell 

* them, even from whom they came, and their 

* particular Errand^ and have fo defcribed them, 
^ as has made them go ofi, in the Prelence of aU 

* prefent : And this I have feen feveral Times de«- 
*cl^ed by Men, Women, and Children under 

* Infpiration : Kay, I have feen and heard th e 

* fame Thing dedared by a Woman, who being 
^ f afl afleep, the Agitations came upon her, and 
' the Words dropt out, like as from one afleep ; 

* wheiein we were told, there was a Judas in the 

* Room : And,at the fameTime,(it being very late) 
^ there was another, by whole Mouth, being a- 

*flfeep 



< fkep in AmtAtiomy we were ordered &r that 

* Reafon to depart immediately.—— 

« I proceed to the next Head^ that of the Mr- 

* nilhation cf tic fam Spirit to others^ hf li^fit^ 
^ oHof Hands. And it is moft notorious to our- 
^ felves, and to others, that to thole who hwe 

* been promifed, in their Bleffings, the Vifit of 

* GOD'S holy Spirit, to dwell in their Bodies ; 

< (which he has made his Templea) fome da 

< looner and fimie later receive the Earneft of it, 

< viz. the j^ptations ib much fpoken of already ; 
^ which Agitations, da increafe and vary progref^ 
' fively V nntil they come on, to the opening the 

* Mouth, to fpeak by Infpiration.* — ^And hero 
the AgitaticMis are deicribed, and the Obje^tidna 
againn thelnqmrtation of the Spirit, by Impoii* 
tion of Hands, anlwered, but too long to bein« 
ferted; 

' The laftHead is that of the Gift of Hcalittg. 
^ And as I am beft Judge (^ what be&ls mTfelf, I 
^ fliall give an Account oi wl^ I know aqd feel. 

* At a Meeting that was in* the Country, by O- 

* der, upon the feveiith Day of September laft 

* paft, of fix ot the infpired and four Writers; 

* one of the infpired, being in an Extafy, CMiie 

* to every one* of the other Nine, fuccdEvely ; 
' and under the Operation of the Spirit, alked 

* them afolemn Queftwn: requiring their Anfwer 
^ to the (ame. When he came to me. laying his 

* Hand upon my Shoulder, he faid, fVih thou be 

* ready to go, when and where I fend tbee^ quitting 

* a repofed Settlement^ that thou maffi find it in 

* God alone ? / fhall put a 7V^ upon every one of 

* my Servants in their Employment. During his 

* fpeak- 
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* (peaking thus to me, my Heart was expoftulat^ 

* ing J as Mofcs was fpor his Slownefi of Speech, 

* 15 was 1 5 as not being able to anfwer, or un- 

* d^ake any Thing, by Reafon of the many bo- 

* dily Infirmities that I was afflifled with ^ that 

* my Spirit was ttnlling, but my Flejh tvas iveaL 

* He tnen continued; JexpeSt no more hut a ready 

* W'iU. I Jball enable thy Body, and giye Abilities 
< to whatever I command. This ready Mind doji 
*tiw ^onufe forever? S^^^iim^, whereupon be- 

* ing in Prayer, I replied, O gracious Gody lac- 

* cep 'with all HumiUty and Thankfulnefs^ this In- 

* yttation into thy Service ; I entirely quit and re- 

* flounce the Shadows of the Comforts of this Life. 

* Idefireno other ^than that Reft that remains to the 

* Feople (f God. therefore I entirely -dedicate my- 
^ felf to go wherever thou fendeft me ; befeeching 

* thee tqjlrengthenme in my Souly as thou promi- 
^feft to do in my Body^ for thrift Jefus Sake. To 

* which it was anfwered me, "Thou fhaltfee Peace 

* upon Ifrsielf and the CauMB Refty and find great 

* Share in it. 

' And now that I might fliew the Signs and 

* Wonders, that the high God has wrought towards 

* me, I fhall give the World an Account, of the 

* miserable State of Health in which I then was. 

' In the firft place, I have, (all my Lifetime) 
^ been troubled with a moft violent Head-ach 5 

* and which was occafioned, by fo many and lit- 

* tie Occurrences, that as to fome Things, I was 

* under a conftant Regimen. If I fat up till twelve 

* at Night, I was as fure of palfing the next Day, 

* or the greateft Part of it, in Mifery, (that is, in 

* intenfe Pain, ifi Silence, and in Darknefs) as I 

^ was 
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Wis of waking \ or if I ever fupped (b late as 
nine o'clock, or after j or if even at my regu- 
lar lupplng Time, I took any thing but a little 
thin Broth or Water-grueL For which grievous 
Pain of my Head-ach, I have found no Remedy, 
hA the conftant taking of the ^inquimy or 
what we in Englifb call, the Jefuits Powders Of 
which Medicine, the Benefit has been fo great to 
me, that I bought it in the Bark, by a Pound, 
and two Pounds at a Time, for my own Ufe ; So 
that within the Compafs of fifteen Years, (for 
fb long have I taken it) I can reafonably com* 
pute, from what Quantity I have bought, that 
I have taken above a thouland Dofes of itj viz^ 
Drams: Sometimes I have taken two Drams, 
when the Pain has been raging, almofl to a 
Megrim ^ and by a Miftake, I have taken five 
Drams and an Half in a Dofe, without any man* 
ner of other Confequence, than the Removal of 
the Pain, for which it was taken. This grie* 
vcus and almoft continual Indifpofifion of 
my Head, fo broke my State of Health, as 
that 1 could not do, with lefs than nine Hours 
Reft every Night. This my fad State as to my 
Head-ach ^ not only my Family, but many of 
my Acquaintance, Gentlemen in this City, can 
teftify. — My fecond Indifpofition was that, of 
every Winter, once, or oftner, falling into an 
Hedlic Fever, with violent continual Sweats • 
and this has attended me above twenty Years, 
and was always the mofl terrifying to me, as 
that which, if not fl:opt foon by proper Medi- 
cines, would quickly melt down Life itfelf •, in* 
fomuch, that for above a Dozen Years paft, I 
E * have 
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* have not been a Day without a Mare giving 

* Milk.^ My third AffliiSion was that of a 

* Ston«, gathering in my Kidney for leveral Years 

* p2i& s which being an hereditary Difeafe, I pa* 

* tiently lubmitted to ^ altho' the Pains thereof, 

* were (in the Fits of it) ib Iharp and cruciating' 

* as has coft me many a Tear. The laft I 

* fhall name, was a Rupture, which befd me a- 

* bout four Years fince, upon riding a great Jour- 

* ney in Wales. 1 had divers other Ails, which 

* 1 Ihall not enlarge upon, the Rheumatifm efpe- 

* daily. And fuch was my Condition, that no 

* fooner by Care and Remedies, and the Blelfing 

* of G6D, I got fome Relief from thePreffures 

* of one, but I was under the Pains of another, 

* with little or no Intervals of Eafe. This 

* was my miferable State of Health, when the a- 

* forefaid Words, wer« in a very folemn Manner, 

* pronounced to me, under the Operation of the 

* Spirit, on the feventh Day of &p/^wirr laft, 1707. 

* Now the Words not being an immediate Pro- 

* mile of prelent Relief, niade no great Impref- 

* fion upon my Mind v but in about three Weeks, 

* I took Notice of it itiyfelf^ as a miraculous 

* Thing, that I was become another Man, as to 

* my Health, in every Refpedl. I could not for- 

* bear declaring it, even before I remembred that 

* Promife •, which no fooner came into my Mind, 

* but I manifeftly found it was the Finger of God | 

* and to him, (with the tenth Leper) I returned 

* my Thanks and Praife, and do now, by pro- 

* ceeding to declare, what my State of Health has 
^ been from that Day, viz. fince that Day I have 
^ never once, now,in.above fixMonths,had occafion 
: - ^ to 
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* to take my old Remedy for tlie Head-ach ^ nor 

* have once felt any Pain, relating to my Kidney j^ 

* nor any Return of my hedic, or rheumatic* 

* Pains 5 nor have ever had a Trufs on, fince that 

* Day, that feventh Day of Sepumhcr 5 on which 

* it was accidentally off, for to be mehded^ but am 

* throughout, (blefled be God) in as perf eft Health, 

* as I believe any Man living of my Age^ and 

* as I never was before, in all my Life : And thia 
^ I enjoy, altho* now I live out of Regimen^ and 

* like other Men : I^ fit up reading, frequently 

* until two, fometimes three o'Clock m the 

* Morning •, I fup at eleven at Night, or after ^ 

* and upon any Thing, even Flefh-Meat, and that 

* hot or cold \ and with Beer, Ale or Wine ^ ana 

* yet do after it, rife every Morning, frefh and 

* well, after five Hours ^ but frequently after 

* fewer Hours Reft. All Glory be to God. 

' I fhall give the Reader one other Inftance of 

* Healing •, which was more obvious to the Eye, 
^' — There was one Mr. P «, about feventy 

* Years of Age ^ who had about November i4ta 

* laft, a Boil that rofe in the Nape of his Neck, 

* and very big: at length it broke : and while it 

* was running, (Nobody having the Care to drefs 

* it, but his Wife) by very ill Managery, it grew 

* fo bad, fpreading upwards, and towards each Ear, 

* that when I faw it, it was as big as a large Tur- 

* nip, of five Inches diameter, and above two 
' Inches high 5 all of dead Flefh, black and livid 5 

* but having divers Orifices in it, out of which, 

* Corruption was continually running ; and all 

* Sides of it, all round, very much inflamed 5 and 

* ihooting fo in the adjacent Parts, that he could 

"get 
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' get no Reft for three Nights, before we wtat tei 

* vifit him. He defired that Mr. Lacy wouldl 

* pray for a Command firom God, to come and 

* heal him 3 who, upon Prayer, was fent thither. 

* We were ten Perfons, who accompanied him 

* thither, upon Saturday Night, November 29th. Ifc 

* was opened to all our View : There had been a 

* Chirurgeon to fee it, who, (as we were inform- 

* ed) had asked ten Pounds to cure it. There had 

* been a fecond, to cure it, whd would not under- 
^ take it under fix Months ^ and afterwards a 

* third, who would not meddle with it. And in^. 

* deed alt ho' I have been for fifteen Years paft, 

* much converfant in Cures of Sores 5 yet I never 

* fdw any Thing like it. However, as I faid be- 

* fore, after it was opened to all our View, it was 

* covered again, and then we had Prayers, and 

* an Infpiration from two of the infpired. After 

* which, (viz. about an Hour and half) Mr. Lacy 

* ordered, that the Sore fhould be opened again? 

* The Man declared he had immediate Eafe from 

* his burning and {hooting Pain : And indeed, at 

* the fecond View of it, it feemed to be diminifh- 

* ed, about a fixth Part. Mr. Lacy told us we 

* might come and fee it again in a Day or two. 

* Upon the Wednefday after, I came to fee it •, and 

* by that Time it had loft above a third Part, and 

* now looked for Size, like a flat dried Apple, 

* fuch as comes from beyond Sea 5 but intirely 

* free from Pain. It was ordered at firft, that 

* nothing of medicinal Virtue fhould be applied 

* to it ; and that only clean Linnen, or a Skin of 

* a Bladder, or the like, (that might lie clofe) 

* fliould be put on 5 andfo it went away fo faft,that 

* every 
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* every Time it was dreft, (which was titeee or 
♦four Times a-Dajr^ the faid dead Flelh came 
' away in great Strings and Pieces, fticking to 
' whatever was laid on the Sore« And fo^ in a* 

* bout a Fortnight's Time^ it was as fmooth and 
^ level, as the Back of one*s Hand ^ and it bas^e- 

* ver lince been perfeftly well. — ^I could atfign 

* feveral others alfo *, but this laft having been 

* fo obvious to the Senfes, I did prefume, it 

* would be an undeniable Inftance. So that let 

♦the World take it how they will, I muft, (for 
•myfelf) fay with the Apoflle, /f> cannot but 
f fpcak tbc Things J which wc have fc en and h car d^ 

Now follow the Reafons of John Lacy^ Efq: f 
which, fays he, altho' I give moflly in my own 
Name, are more or lefs agreeable to all the refl. 

* I. Our dear Saviour, left as his laft Legacy^ 

* Peace to bis Followers ! and the Holy Ghoft 

* brought them Joy, growing and abounding more 

* and more, as outward Suflferings oppreft them. 

* Whoever then finds a new Peace in his Soul^ 

* built on God, and noways fupplied to him from 

* without ^ and when for the Sake of his Profcffion 

* of Chrift, manifold Afflidions, numerous Diffi- 

* culties, cruel Mockings, univerfal Hatred and 

* Scorn, (more than ever was upon any Crimi- 

* nal) are heaped upon this Man frem the World 5^ 

* he finds under all this, a perfedl Serenity and 

* Calmnefs of Mind ^ with a Joy merely fpiritu- 

* al, unknown to him before in Profperity •, and 

* making him to efteem the Reproach of Chrift, 

* greater 

♦ See the Dealings of God to John Lacy^ from Page 24, and 
you may fee a further Illuftration of diis Gift of HeaHng. f See 
his Better to Dr. Woodiuard, Page i6, &c. 
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* greater Riches than the Treafures of Egypt : 
'While he thus finds within himfelf, an abun- 

* dant Reward, fpringing up from the Influence 

* of a fuperior Agent, operating on him ^ can he 

* call that Agent a Devil, without evident Injury 

* to the Nature of the Holy Ghoft ? Or without 

* cafting a JBlemifh upon the like Experience of 

* the Apofl:les, and the firft Chriftians, who urged 

* the fame, as one Evidence they had of the Holy 

* Ghoft ^in them ? But the now infpired do de* 

* clare, they know and find the Cafe is fo with 
^ them 5 and has been, under all their DifHculties ; 

* and even under theprefent great Trial : And as 

* I, for my Part, have compleat Satisfadlion that 

* it has hitherto been mine : Shall I, can I thea 

* lay, this comes from the Devil? — Na, but 

* rather Ihould we fay, Blejfcd be the Father of 
^ Mercies^ and God of Patience and all Confolation^ 

* who always maketh us to triumph in Chrifi Jefus. 

* 2. The Holy Ghoft is called the Spirit ofSuppli^ 

* cat ton. This is fo charafteriftieal of the divine 

^ Spirit, efpecially when it abounds in Doxologies 

* and Prailes to the Deity •, that there can be but 

* little Ground, to impute this to the Influence of 

* the Devil. Now that this is the Cafe of the pre- 

* fcnt infpired in London, and of thofe who re- 

* ceive the preparatory Symptoms of the Spirit, 

* (who altogether may probably make tJwo Hun- 

* dred) there is abundant Proof ^ fuch as none 

* can withftand, who are but willing to admit in 

* this Cafe, what in any other Point fbever, 

* would pafs for (atisfadory. Were but Men dif- 

* pofed to enquire, many ;will be found of that 
! Number, who through the Imbecillity of their 

Mge 
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' Age^ or Defeft of their Education, could not 

* pray ^numpou before ^ and many, who had no 

* Dilfjofirion to that Duty at all, nor ever pra£H» 

* led it, do it now, by the Urgency and mward 
' Motion of this Spirit. I am Witnels of very 

* Infants praying with an Energy, a genuine 

* Power, nay, a copious Eloquence and moving 

* Force 5 which could not be infufed into them, 

* by anylnftruSions, or proceed ef their own Abi* 

* lity. — This Spirit has often feverely chid the Per* 

* fon, by whole Mouth he fnoke, (before an Afi 

* fembly) of his or her Negledl of fecret Prayer.* 

* — God is my Witnels ; that in fecret, where no 

* EyeT3Ut his fees^ when, and as often as I lifj 

* up my Heart to him •, and the more I do fo, the 

* more doth this Spirit teftify to me his Appreba- 
*tion, and that in various Ways, unexpreffible 

* in great Mealure. — So, to witnels for GoA, I do 

* declare, that I have often, (probably twenty 

* Times) being in compofed devout Meditation, 

* (and never elle) found fomething dart or ftrike 

* upon mv Forehead •, reprefented to the Intelled: 
^ (without any vifible Appearance) like a Flafe of 

* Fire ; which gave a fudden Turn to the animal 

* Spirits \ and from the Head, perceptibly difper- 

* fed itlelf over the Body ^ which conveyed there- 

* with to my Soul, a reverential Awe, Suavity 
•and Joy inexpreflible, purely divine: The bo- 

* dily Imprelfionslafted about two Minutes ^ thofe 

* on the Mind, near half an Hour. 

* 5. The Anfwersof Prayer to God, were one 

* Evidence, which the Apofile gave of his MilE- 

* on from on high 5 i John v. 14, 15. Now thole 

* wTiick have (ccn and known^ and are able and 

' ready. 
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• ready, (on due Occafion) to bring forty Wit- 

• neffcfl, of God^sanfwrering their Prayers, by the 

• Mouth of ieiue, under the Operation of the Spi- 

• rit 1 Can thofe Witneffes allow, that the Devil 

• aniurered to their mental Prayers to God > In o- 

• tber C^fet forty Witncflfes upon Oath, would be 

• competent Proof, in any Point ^ but thofe who 
^ cannot believe aay Number in this» let them 

• cMie and fit h and eirery one then judge by his 

• own Eyes ^ otherwife he ought not to pretend 

• to judge te thofe, who know it to be tme. A- 
< gain, I have publifhed f ome Inflances of Relief 

• and Cures^ gracioufly vouchfafed to Perfons, in 

• Jinfvoer /# Prayer^ under the Operation oj the Spi* 
^ fit \ and I have myfelf, (under acute Pain) been 

• inftantaneoufly healed of it, upon a Prayer in 
^ like Manner. I have had divers Anfwers of o- 
^ tbef Kinds given me, by lilues and providential 

• Events, forthwith cnfuing. Thus, when clear 
^ Matters of Fad are produced, anfwering tbe 

• Frayers made under the Operation of a fiiperiar 

• independent Spirit^ would you have us afcribe 

• the Glory of it, to the Devil? The Confequen- 
^ ces to Religion are too dreadful ! far be it from 

• you. 

* 4. God has been pleafed to reveal himfelf to 
^ Man, among divers Manners^ in that of Yiiion ; 

• fo eminently, that it feems fometimes in Scrip* 

• ture figuratively to reprefent Revelation itfelf. 
^ I Sam. iii. i. Proverbs xxix. i8. And God is faid 

• to fpeak to Men in Vifions. This was not on* 

• ly remarkable in the Old Teflament ^ but in 

• the New we find many Vilions, to the Apoftles, 

• and others. — There are about eight or ten of 
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* the irtfpired in London already, who have Vifions 

* ptefented to them by this Spirit jfome of whom 
^ converle with Angels in thole Vifions •, in which 

* they fee alio, the Lips of theAnccls move in DiC 

* courfe,who take the Perfons by the Hand ^ and th^ 

* Subjedt of all thele Vifions tends to and concerns 
' the approaching glorious Dominion of our Lord 
^ on Earth ^ and the Su]?preflion of the Prevalence 

* of evil Men and Spirits on it. I have already 
^ declared the Vifions, God has vouchfafed tome, 

* carried in them no difcernable Tinfture of ^ 
^ fcul Spirit 'j biit manifeft Indications of a pure 

* and holy one. In a Cafe, which cannot lie open 

* to Demonftration, or outward Evidence, it muft 
^ fuffiiie for me to fay, that I never in my Life 

* faw an Apparition, or had any Sort of Vifion, 

* until this Condition befel me •, nor did I ever 

* convprfe with thofe^ho faid they had ^ nor diS 

* I ever read any of theTra^s, which infift iig- 

* on fuch Things 5 nor had any of my Relatiohs^ 

* (that I know of ) fuch Difcoveries, or pretended 

* to them. Furthwermore 5 firice the State I am 

* under began, I never had one of the Fifions that 

* are in Print, nor that came upon me, while t 

* was thinking in that Kind-, €0 that my Imagi- 
*^nation, (I am fure) did not concur to frame an5 

* produce them •, but they came leverally with Sur- 
^ prife,and went away fboner than they wotildhave 
' done, if I could have retained them ^ for they have 
^always hitherto brought a Satisfadion and Delight, 

* which I regjretted the fpeedy Lofs of. What 

^^Power an evil Spirit may have to reprefent fuch, 

* is above my Comprehenfion. — I have not been a- 

* bleto obferve any Footfleps of a defiling Nature 

F 'in 
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* in them, any ways vitiating my Fancy, or excit* 

* ingiinfulPauions: on the contrary, they impreft 
^ me with an Awe and Reverence^ of the divine 

* Majefty 5 they reprefented no Trifles 5 the Ima- 
' ges of the Things, were very diftinfl:, without 

* Mixture ot Confufion, as in Dreams 5 the Fi- 

* gures were lively, and carried in them Charac- 

* ters, moft lignificant of the Meaning conveyed 

* by them ^ which is exprefl: in the fecond Book of 

* Jvarnings : In fine, they did leave on my Soul 

* conftantly, (iox fome Days enfuing) a Tinfliure 

* difpofing it to the Fear and Love of .God 5 and as 

* he knows it, I dare not afcribe the fame to an 

* evil Spirit. With what Face therefore, we can, 

* (before an all-feeing Judge) divulge to the 
^ World, that Things came to us by a Familiarity 

* with the Devil, I cannot conceive, and of Con* 

* f equence dare not do it 

* 5. The Gift of Languages was the fole one, 

* that we find recorded, to attend the vifible De- 

* fcent of the Holy Ghoft upon the Apofiles^ and 

* thereby feems to have a peculiar Stamp of di* 
/ vine Communication upon it. There are four 

* or five of our Number, who have received fmall 
^ Earneflis of this Gift 5 fuch however, as will ap- 
^ pear on Examination, to be the real Infufions 

* of that Spirit, which moves on us. ^ 

* We add^ that the Spirit infifting chiefly and 

* forcibly, upon the great Duties of lincere and 
' fervent Love to God and Man ^ and drawing all 
^ Parties among us into an adual Union ^ that 

* filences all Variance about Party-Opinions 5 and 

* brings the feveral Sefts, into ene.BoHd of j^e* 
' flion under itfelf ^ doth thereby give us another 

* Inftance, 
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Inftance, wherein it favours not of infernal 
Qualities 5 but rather of that holy uniting Spi* 
rit, which animated the primitive Chriftians ^ 
and proceeds of that God, who is Love itfelf, 
and the common Gentre of Union to Men : A Spi* 
rit, exhorting its Adherents to Self-denial, in 
worldly Advantages of all Sorts ^ and inducing on 
them, the real PraSiceofit: A Spirit, which 
•^takes away the Oecafions of Pride in Man j and 
by various Ways of its Operations, tends to a- 
bafe him thoroughly ^ as is obvious tothofe who 
arc well acquainted with its Procedure : A Spi- 
rit, which gratifies not the particular Corrupti- 
ons, and finful Infirmities of its Followers ^ but, 
on the contrary, with Jealouly reprimanding; 
puts them upon repeated Performance of the op- 
pofite Virtue •, a Spirit never injuring the Body 
where it refides •, but often known, by its Ope- 
rations to relieve the incumbent Griefs of it, 

* To thofe who know thef e Things, and who 
are confcious of its holy Influence on their 
Hearts in general 5 and who, appealing to the 
omnifcient Eye, can fay, it has drawn them in- 
to ftronger Engagements with him, it is very 
difGcult, and next to impolfible, for them to 
own that Spirit for the Devil. And as hither- 
to I am allured of its good EfFedls above-men- 
tioned -, fo while they continue witnefTed by 
and felt in my own SonJ, I fhall rather incur 
the Difpleafure of all the World, than God s, by 
charging them on the Devil. 

' I could add, that the general Import of this 
prophetic Voice, is coiifonant to what the holy 
Menofoldfpake, when moved, over-ruled, or 

' ^nforr 
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* eniorced by the Holy Ghoft 5 that* the Expo£ti- 

* ons it has given of a Multitude of Scriptures of 

* the Old and New Teftamont, do highly advance 

* the Glory oi God on Earth. — ^I could add, that 
^ it is the Intereftof the Devil, to keep the World 

* in a fatal Security, like that it. was under, in 

* the Days of Noab and Lot ^ and as our Saviour 

* faid it would be, in like Manner, in the Day 

* when the Son of Man fhouldbe revealed— But 

* a Voice alarming and calling aloud to awake,- 

* becaufe the Lord is at Hand^ and thereby excit^ 

* ing to the fame Duties, which St. Fcter^ in his 
'* Epiflles, exhorts to, from the like Argument, 

* (mentioning that his beloved Brother rizi// alio 

* had inall his Epiftles, infitted on the fame Things) 
*. doth not feem to me, to fide with the DeviL 

- ' And now, inftead of enumerating many othev 
'concurrent EvidencfeSj (which I could very 

* readily do) to fhew the Charaflers of this Infgi- 

* ration, (inconfiftent with the Imputation of- its 

* being from below, and irreconcileable to tha 

* Agency of infernal Demons J I. am fenlible, that 

* it is but fpeaking to the wilfully Deaf, and fliew* 

* ing Colours to the Blind : For, fay they, the 

* Particulars he has recited, are but the Parts of 
' the golden Dream -, there is nothing in the Fada 
' recounted, real 5 he hears, and fees, and knows^ 

* and finds in his Heart, this, and that, and the 
' other, but it is all Delufion. - — So one Anfwep 

* will ever ferve for Matters of this Nature. • 

* There needs no more Reafoning, than juft to re- 

* cite the Word Dciufton, for., a Confutation of all 

* Pretences to a fupernatural Difcovery fromGod : 

* altho' they can allow it more eafily from the 

' Devil. 
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* DeviL — Therefore Xfhall proceed no fartW im 
' refpeaio others \ but for us who know this Faa«^; 
' herein recited to be true, they are conclufive, 
! that they cannot emerge from the evil One^' .. 

IIL The next Thing is> to make it eviden]:, be«* 
yond all reafonaMe Doubt, that this Bofinf fs of^ 
freund^d Ihfpiration^ wz^vrho\\y a Sqene, either 
oilmpo^urcj ov^ D^kJtM^ or over-heated iw^/na^ 
tioH^ or a Mixture of th^m all. 

And, the Proofs of this arefb many, that it> 
would require a Volume to fay all that mi^t be ■ 
offered to this Purpofe. If you would acquaint, 
yourfelf with what has been wrote, tending to- 
make it appear, that thefe Prophets were^x^t what., 
they pretended to be, you may confult a Cav^^ 
agaifin fiew Prophets, by Dr. Edmund Galamy,^, 
tog^th^r nfo'nh bis Rcfleit'tom on Sir Richard Bulk- 
ley'/ Anfw^r to feveral Treatifes^ on the 8itbte(l op 
th€ i/^w Propkfts 5 th Scen^ of'Delufim opened^ fy' 
GbarlesOwen^ th Spirit of Enthufi^fm cpcorcifidy 
b9f Dr. Hicks V the Htfiisry oj MoHtanifmj by a^Lay-^ 
Gentlemain V '^ ncm Pretendirs to Prophecy eaa^ 
vtinad^ by N. Spinckes^^W, the Vindiiaiion cfi 
the mcient Prophets^ againftthe FretetrfwHS of the- 
new Ones, by Biffjop Hoadly- 

Defigned Brevity will allow me to take Notice, 
only of one Thing in general 5 and that is, the 
pfdpable Failures of their PrediHions'^ and this, in: 
thofe very Articles, they have made the grand 
Tefts of the Trial of their Spirit* 

That Spirit, which in plain and exprefs Ternwj 
ivith great Peremptorineft, and in the naoft abfo* 
Iwte-Manner, prediBs the coming to p^lsany great 
and remarkable Events, within a certain fpecified 

limited 
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limited Time, and they come not to pafs, cannot 
be of God. This is a criterion God himfelf has given 
us in the Scripture, to try the Spirit of Prophecy 
by 5 fee Deut. xviii. 21, 22; And if thou fay in 
tbine Hearty how JImll we know the Word which the 
Lord hath not fpoken ? When a Prophet fpeaketh in 
the Name of the Lord, if the Thing follow noty nor 
come to pafs^ that is the ^hing which the Lord hath 
fiot fpoken^ hut the Prophet hathjpoken it prefumptti^ 
cufly : thou Jhalt not he afraid of him. Making 
this Text the Rule of Judgment, thefe Prophets 
cannot be allowed to be true ones : And it is the 
more reafonable, to make Trial of them by this 
Rule, becaufe they themfelves have put the Proof 
of their Miflion, upon the Fulfilment of their 
Prediaions. 

You are dotibtlefs fb far acquainted with the 
Hiftory of thefe Prophets ^ as to know that the 
great Thing pretended by their Spirit was, to give 
Warning of the ttear Approach of the Kingdom of 
God J the happy Times of the Churchy the millennium 
Mate. Their Melfage was, and they were to pro- 
claim it as Heralds to the Jews^ and every Nation 
under Heaven, beginning firft in England •, their 
Meffage was, that the grand Jubilee ^ ^ the ac- 
ceptable Year of the Lord 5 the Accomplifhment 
of thofe numerous Scriptures, touching the new 
Heavens and the tiew Earth-, the Kingdom of the 
MelTiah ^ the Marriage of the Lamb-, the firft 
Refurredion, or the new Jerufalem defcending 
from above, was now even at the Door 5 that this 
great Operation was to be wrought, on the Part of 
Man, by fpiritual Arms only, proceeding from 

the 

* Sec Lacfz Preface to his Ci>' to the Dcfart. 
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the Mouths of thofe, who (hould by Inlpiration, 
or the mighty Gifts of the Spirit, befent in great 
Numbers, to labour in the Vineyard^ that this 
Miffion of his Servants ftiould be witneflfed to, by 
Signs and Wonders from Heaven, by a Deluge of 
Judgments on the Wicked liniverfally throu^out 
theWorld, as Famine, Pcflilence, Earthquakes, Fire 
from Heaven, Darknefs, Tcmpefls ^ that the exter- 
minating Angels, Ihould'root out the Tares, and 
there ftiould remain uj^on the Earth only good 
Corn^ and the Works of Men being thrown down, 
there fliould be but one Lord, one Faith, one 
Heart, and one Voice among Mankind. And 
thefe Prophets declare, there is this' Difference 
between them, and fome other People making 
the like high Pretence, that the Burden and Proof 
of their Commiffion ^ will take Place, overall 
the World, in a fliort Space of Time 5 yea, that 
all thefi great Things they fpe^k of, will be 

MANIFEST OVER THE WHOLE EaRTH, 
WITHIN THE SHORT TeRM OF THREE 

Years-, and they own f , that if nothfng Ihould ap- 
pear vifibly, of theprediSed DifFufion of Gifts and 
Graces immediate, and of the Signs and Wonders 
judicial from Heaven ^ that they are in an Error, 
and an Error that will not only foon appear, 
but foon alfo vanilh of itfelf. Nay, John Lacy ^ 
Efq; oneof the Prime of thefe Prophets in England^ 
Jinifhes the Preface to the third and laftPartof bis 
Warnings y with thefe remarkable Words ||. ' This 

* Volume being the Completion of them,(/. e his 

* Warnings) if within six Months now 

'to 

* Lacyh Preface, Page 22. compared with 2K f Sec the 
fame Page. H Sec Page 8. of the Preface. 
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* TO dOME, the mighty Power of vOodrtoth not 

* atteft they were from him, 1 fhalllHf csre all the 
^ World, acknowledge inyDdufiont Witnifs my 

* Handy this 29th otOSohsr. it^jdj.^ Jobn Lacy. 

The bare Relation jof thefe Things, to us who 
have lived fo man^r Years, beyond the Time fpe- 
cified for the taking PiaoBiof ibchaftonifhing E- 
ventt, W the f ulleftProof imaginable, of the Va- 
aiity of the Pretences of ffiefe Prophets to the true 
Spirit of Infpiratiott. . 

Butthe moil remarkable Failure, was in the 
PredLftioft of the Refurredioa of Dr. Emes^ one 
of the nevi^ Prophets at London^ who was taken 
ill abottt £>^f ^m&^r ^thi^ 1707. and died D£cembffr 
ulL^^ «nd was buried Dmfnhr 25th, mBunhilU 
fi8l4iy London. 

A^' you are, j^rhaps, unacquainted with this 
$tory, and not under Advantages to come to thie 
.Knowledge of it, it may be a Gratification to 
wa, if I prefent yon witli an AbftraS ^ of the 
IPr^hefies of feveral <f Phtfe Prophets^ under the 
immediate InfpiratiQ^n erf" the Spirit, relating to 
;^ Rdurre£lion of the Doftor's Body from the 
4&rave. 

It is as follows : — — 

Decemhr 5th, 1707. J. L. under the Operati- 
tioil of the Spirit, jiddreSes bimfelf to the Dodor 
•at his own Houle, in thofe Words •, * If t com* 

* raand thy Life away, yet I will reftore it again 

* here, e^^en in this Hpufe thou flialt return to 

* thy Dwelling again/ 

. .: . . _^ tkcemhn 

* Thefe Prophefies are at large mSpincks^s New Pretenders 
to Propbefy e^oamined^ at the Ead. 
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T)ecemher 6th, J. Patter^ under Inlpiration of 
the Spirit, (peaks to the Doaor; ' if thou dieft, I 

* will raife thee. 1 will fulfil all thofe Promifes 

* made unto thee.' 

December 23d, being the Day after the Doaor's 
Death, jinm Maria Kingy in a public Affembly, 
under Infpiration, faid 5 ' Here are fome doubt- 

* tul, whether all will come to pafi, as my Ser^ 

* trants have fpoken, becaufe of one Thing ; but 

* do you think that Death can hinder ? For tho' 

* my Servant dies, have I not faid, I will raife 

* the Dead by the Hand of my Servant? — Per- 

* haps you think my Servants were in an Error, 

* when they fpake that ^ but I affure you they 

* were not. — More marvellous Things than this 

* fhall come to pafs in a little Time, fuch as ne- 
*'ver have been yet.* 

* December 25th, being the Day in which the 
Dodlor was buried^ J* Potter^ under Infpiration,^ 
delivered himfelf thus , ' Remember -this Day, I 

* will make an extraordinary beginning; I will 

* give now, undeniable Proof, that this is my 
^ Word. — -The reftoring of the Blind, healing of 

* the Sick, raifing the Dead, fliall decide it, after 

* fome Months being interred. By the Htme 

* Power that I have raifed Jelus, will I raife that 

* Body now afleep.'— -^ — Here this Prophet fell 
back in his Chair, and cried out, * Oh, Lord ! 

* God anfwered, what would you that I fay unto 

* you ? By another. Lord/ Then he fell back- 
ward to the Ground and lay filent. Whereupoii, 
Anna Maria King was inftantly feized by the Spi- 
rit, and faid \ * Rejoice greatly, O my Children ! 
* By the Hands of my Servant Lacy^ I will 

G 'raife 
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* raife the Body of my Servant that is now dead.^ 

c He, I fay, fhall arife, and fulfil my Tcfti- 

fmony.' 

The fame Day^r 7- ^^^^^ under Infpiration,^ 
in the fame Place, faid ; * From thy Mouth Ihall 

* be declared the politive Day, in which my Ser- 

* vant (hall be railed from the Dead«' 

December 28th, J. Potter^ wa» for along while 
under violent Agitations, and laboured greiatly, 
with great Stragglings in his Throat, and Organs 
6f Speech, almoft as if he were cbDaking ^ and 
uttered fome inarticulate Sounds, or unintelligi- 
J)le Words. Then the Spirit faid 5 * Did you un* 
^ derftand my Children? -- The Words were pro- 
^ nounced, even the Day, in which my Servant 
fhall rife/ Here the Spirit threw him upon the 
Floor, where he lay ftretched out as dead, with- 
out Motion or Breathing. After he had been in 
that Manner for fome Time, the Voice faid, ' The 

* Operation of my Spirit upon his, (i. e. Dofter 

* Ernes) Body, fhall caufe the Earth over him to 

* be loofened. ^ You fhall not break the Ground 5 

* no, he ihal rife without. By thy, (/. e. Lucy's) 
^ Mouth will I command, and thou fhalt raife 
*him.' 

December 28th, J. Potter and J. C pafEng ac- 
cidentally by the Place where Dr. Etnes was bu- 
ried, y ratter was feized with the Spirit, and 
then feid •, ' Thou, my Servant, who lieft inter- 

* red in this Place, fhall in a few Months arife, 

* My Child thy Tongue fhall declare the politive 

* Day.' 

December 29th, J. C. under the Operation of 
the Spirit, in an Affembly, fpake in French : Thus 

in 
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in Engh(b\ 'My ChUdren, in a few natural 

* Months, youlhall fee greater Miracles wroudit, 

* than I my felf wrought uponXaz^r«x. lou 

^ and the Inhabitants of this City fhall, in a few 

* natural Months, fee (Dr. Ernes) my faithful Ser- 

* vant, who has been buried, raifed in the Pro- 

* fence of Men, ' He Ihall come out of his 

* Grave, without the Earth being taken away, 

* that lies upon him. He fhall come forth in the 
« Prefence of Men, and he fhall untie his Shroui^, 

* in which he is wrapt. This fhall not be in Se- 

* cret, it fhall be in Public/ 

December 29th. The Spirit in yohn Potter^ faysj 

* It ftiallbe manifefl that the raifing of this Bony, 

* fhall be a greater Miracle than that of your 
^ Lord, when lie raifed Lazarus. Lazarus lay but 

* four Days, but my Servant (hall lie much 

* longer in his Grave : Yes, I fay, more Months 

* than he lay Days. He fhall be raifed fat and 

* lovely, fo that he fhall captivate the Afie^ipas 

* of the Beholders. BlefTed are ye that believe. 

* Many are hardened by his Death: Thev have 

* fuffered themfelves to be captivated by theDe- 
' vil : Shall they believe in his Refurre£tion ? J 

* tell you, no. Yet Thoufands and ten Tfaou&nds 

* fhall believe thereby, As he departed in the 

* Belief of his RefurreSion miraculoufly ^ as. a 
' Reward of his Faith, fhall he behold himfelf 

* alive, in that Room where he departed: And 

* many that there faw him dead, fhall likewife 

* fee him alive. Not one Title of what I have 
■ declared by this Mouth fhall fail.' 

At the fame Time and Place, D. F. under the 
Operation of the Spirit, faicl j •' Becaufe at this 

'Da/ 
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* Day X make you great Promifes, fliat I will 

* raiie the Dead 5 you are ready to murmur, as if 
f I had not the fame Power now, as formerly,' 

Jaymary firfl:, J. Potter^ under the Operation ef 
the Spirit, in a great AlTembly, laid 5 * I have 

* that to declare by this Mouth, fee that it flartle 

* you not, fee that you believe it/ Here he fell 
into violent Agitations, and laboured extreamly 
in his Throat, as if he were choaking ; and after 
having uttered feveral inarticulate Sounds, faid , 

* Know ye Day in which my Servant, (/. e. Dr. 

^ Emt^s) was interred? Five Months from that , 

* D?iy, the twenty fifth Day of May, thou {halt 

* behold him rife again. One Month above the 

* Number of Days that Lazarus was in his Grave. 

* The very Hour he was put in the Earth he fhall 

* rife. Know ye the Day, my Children ? J. Yes, 

* well. The twenty fifth Day of May : Right-,- 1 

* fay, ye Ihall fee him rife, that is now dead.— - 

* For thy Part, (i. c. Joh/ Potter) by whom 1 

* fpeak, thou {halt not laugh until thou beholdeft 

* him : No 5 thou fhalt not fmile. Behold 

* him, (i. e. John Fetter) by whom I fpeak, if you 

* fee any Sign of Joy fixt on his Vifagc, fay then, 

* the Words were not the Lord's/ Then J. Potter^ 
under Infpiration, faid to Mr. Lacy^ * Fear not, 

* my Child, I fay, thou fhalt appear on the iwtn- 

* ty fifth Day of May next, in that Ground where 

* my Servant, (f. e. Dr, Ernes) lieth. Wait thou 

* there with others of my Children, from twelve 

' at Noon to fix in the Evening. I will furround * 
' you. Angelick Hofts fhall guard thee, with thy 

* Companions. — Provide no Cloathing for my 

* Servant, for he fhall rife pure and innocent 5 ' 

* there- 
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* therefore no Shame Ihall attend him, neither 

* fliall it be efteemed Indecency, for him to walk 
' naked unto his Habitation. Remember, remem- 
' ber the Day, the Time, obferve it, from twelve 

* to fix. — Bat ere that my Glory Ihall appear. 

* Know, the Power of the Devil never extended 
fo far, as to raife the Dead." 

At the fame Time and Place, J. L. under the 
Operation of the Spirit, faid ^ * That which 
^'was faid by my Servant touching the rai- 

* fing from the Dead, fliall be printed : That 

* only which was faid by him. (pointing to J. 
« p.^-r) with what was laid diiealy'upon the 

* fame SubjeS:, before that, by any other of my 
« Servants/ N. B. Several other of the infpired 
have, fince the aforefaid Order for printing, bore 
their Teftimony , under Infpiration, to thePredidi- 
ons of raifing the faid dead fiody at the appointed 
Time. 

What more diredl, exprefs Prophecy than this, 
of Dr. jEw^/s Refurreflion ? Nor was it uttered by 
one of their Prophets only, but by fevcral 5 not by 
Inuendos^ but in the f ulleft and moft peremptory 
Words. The Day is mentioned, the precife Day, 
the twenty-fifth of May^ 1708 : The Circumftan- 
ces are declared, the Time of the Day, the Man- 
ner how, the Perfbn by whom, and the like. 

Wherein therefore could there have been a ' 
greater Inftance of Delufion, than the total Fai- 
lure of this Prediaion ? It certainly appears from 
hence, that thefe Prophets were under the Influ- 
ence, either of a bad Spirit, or had their Brains 
heated, to a monftrous Degree of InfatuatioH. 
And there is the greater Reafon to fpeak thus of 

them, 
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theffly becaufe this Miracle of the Dolor's Refur- 
jreSion, they publifhed before-hand to th^ Vorld, 
as the Teft of the Truth oi their Pretences to di- 
vine Infoiration. To this Purpofe are thofe 
Words of Sir Richard Bulkley^ in bis Anfwcr to 
fever al ^reatifcs on the SubjeH oj the Prophets^ P5«e 
87. ' And here, I doubt not, but the Re^Of f 

* will be well pleafed, that I tell him, that thofc 

* FrediHions^ (f the ratfing the dead Body of Dr. 
Ernes, are deciftve Ones-j and upon wWch, the 

* Truth of the Prophets depends/ Thiis is the 
more worthy of Notice, becaufe in Page jB4* he 
gives this Idea of a decifive Predidion 5 viz. that 
wherein the Truth of the Prophet is certainly at 
Stake J and in which, if God doth not attc/i, then 
it was not God that fpake by the Prophet. He goes 
on* — Nay, * I fuppofe, I fhall pleafe him yet 

* more, in bringing it to a fliorter Period 5 hy ac- 

* quainiing him, that the public Atteftations of 

* Almighty God firom Heaven, which are to come 

* within Mr, Lacy's fix natural Months, (and con- 

* firmed by fix or fcven other Perlbns,uuder Inlpi- 

* ration) are decifive aUb 5 -— and that lam com- 

* manded by a Meflage delivered to me, by one 

* of the infpired, under the Operation of the 
•Spirit, in the following Words 5 ^Benotafham- 
' ed to declare to the vV'orld, the Grounds on 

* which thou believeft this Voice to be mine.— 
. * Tell the World, that ^en Miracles, tuhlic Atte- 
^ flations from Heaven, /hall he given this City, be- 

^ fore May next ^ otberwife thou wilt own the Lord 
^ hath not fpoken by this FoiceJ 

I need not obfervc it to you, (it is a Thing (b 
well known) that thefe Pxophefies of theDodor's 

Refur- 



ii^ Ttitj^t H Prop HE Ts, 5^ 

Refurfefl:ion deliveted* fo often, and with fiiGh 
great Particularity ^ and all under the Agitations 
and inlpiratiohs of the Spirit, made a very con- 
fidferable Noife in the Nation ; Nay, fuch was the 
Alarm of this prcdided Miracle, on the appoint- 
ed Day of its being wrought, the 25th Day of 
May, 1708. \\iA tht ^ueen s Guards to prevent 
Diforders, was pofted in BunhtllfieUs ^ where 
were aflentbled together, no lefs than Twenty 
thoufand People •, fome, no doubt, from one Prin- 
ciple, and others from another ^ but Multitudes, 
in Exp«£fation of feeing the Do£l:or rife from his 
Grave : But there he ftill lies, and will do fb, *till 
the Voice of the Arch- Angel fliall, at the lafl: 
Day i awake the Dead, andfummon them to Judg- 
ment. 

There are fome Perfons nowliving in 'New-Eng* 
lafidy who appeared with the Multitude at Bun- 
hillfieldsi on tnat noted 25 th oiJMay^ who can te-^ 
ftify, that nothing remarkable then happened, 
but fuch a woful Difappointment to thele Pro- 
phets, as at once brought them into Difgrace j 
and gave fuch a Check to their Spirit, that there 
has been little or no Appearance of it fince. 

I could add to what nas been faid of thefe Pro- 
phets, an Account of the like Spirit, as it has ap- 
peared, in almoft every Age, from the Days of 
Mofes . The Story of the M a g i c i a N s in Egypt ^ 
is very furprizing 5 and could fcarce be believed, 
but that it is contained in the Oracles of God"^. 

Jufl before the Times of Chrift, ont^heudas 
arofe, who boafted he was Somebody t, and led 
away about four hundred Perfons, under the Shew 

of 
* Exodug from vii. Chapter. + A6ti t. 36. 
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of prophetic Lights and Revelations, Signs and 
Wonders. 

And this fame enthufiaftic Spirit, was, proba- 
bly, revived in Judas of Galilee *, who drew much 
People after iinij 'v- the Dap of the Talcing, 

Next comes, Smon Magus, in the Days of the 
Apoftles^ who, with his Sorceries, bewitched the 
People of Samaria, to whom they all gave Heed, 
from the leaft to the greatefl:, faying-, ^his Man 
is the great Power of God\. He aflumfid the 
Charaftcr of a divine Perfon, and by his magical 
Delufions, tempted the People to think he was 
afted by the eternal Spirit He fo far prevailed 
in Rome, as that he was adored as a God. 

Before the Death of the laft Apoftle, flourifh- 
cd Cerinthus, a Difciple of Simon Magus, a nughty 
Pretender to Infpiration and angelic Vifions. Eu^ 
febius obferves it of him || , ' That by Revelation, 

* he delivered monflrous Things, feigning them 

* to have been revealed to him by Angels/ He 
taught not only that Chrifl would have a tempo- 
ral Kingdom, but that Men (hould fpend a thou- 
fand Years, in a nuptial Feftivity. 

In the next Age, the fecond Century, arofe 
Mont anus-, who had no fooner embraced the Chri- 
ftian Faith, but his great Auflerities of Life, made 
him to betaken notice of, and to be had in Efteem 
among many of the mofl: zealous (but indifcrcet) 
Chrifkians. And as he had a Zeal extraordinarjr 
for that holy Religion, into which he was bapti- 
zed, he would needs fet up for a mighty Reform- 
er in the Church-, but wanting Solidity of Judg- 
ment and Coolnefs of Thought, he was apt to be 

driven 

* A&M V. 37. + A6t? viii. 9, I o. || B©ok 3. Chap, xxix. 
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driven by every Impulfe that feized him : And if 
if feemed but to have a good End, he mattered not 
how ftrange or how impraSicable foever it might 
appear. For,, as he was indefatigable, in what 
he once undertook to jjromote, fo there was like- 
wife, fuch an Opiniativenefs and Inflexibility in 
his natural Temper, as nothing could ever bend : 
Which, as it came to be direflied towards religious 
Matters,wa5eafily taken by a great many forChri- 
ftian Fortitude and Faith, montanus having thus 
got a Reputation of no mean Sanftity, by his ex- 
traordinary Way of living, and his Zeal for the 
Eftabhftiment of the Churches, according to the 
moft perfeft Model •, he thereupon gave too much 
Way to the Surprize of the grand Adverlary, by 
a diforderly Ambition after the Dignities of the 
Church ; tho' not with any evil Defign, poflibly, 
at firft i but that he might thereby be in a Capa-, 
city, as he thought, of ferving the Church and, 
l^pbufe of Chrift, with greater Advantage, (/, e.y 
by bringing back thole, that fhould be under his 
Charge, to their firft Love, and ftrengthning the 
Things that were ready to die. But the Serpent 
quickly infinuated himfelf under this Difguife 5 . 
poffefling him of a flrange Spirit, inftead of the 
true Spirit of God : Which Spirit, foizing him on 
a Sudden, was wont to agitate him, juft as if he 
were a diftrafted Perfon : And he continued all 
the while, (that the Spirit thus adted in him) 
without the Ufe of his Reafon \ and had, they 
fay, no Command over his own Members and 
Organs. In which par-ecttatic Fits, he uttered a 
World of new and furprizing Things -, but with 
little or no Connection : For it appears from what 

H Accounts 
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Accounts we have remaining of him, that his pre^ 
tended Infpirations were after a very roving ani 
aj>rupt Manner, fbmewhat imitating indeed the. 
Epfdnefs of the prophetic Stile of tlie divijoypLy 
inipired, and fometimes even ftriving to exceed; 
t!hem» but falling vaflly fhort, as the Deft Ixiige^ 
of Antiquity did at *that Time determine. — r- He 
was originally one of the ftrifl: Sed of the En^ 
craiitif or the Jpojlolicki had appeared moft zeal'* 
oils for the Laws and Cuftoms of theChurdij 
and continued a moft diligent Obferver of all it& 
Difriplijie, therein ftriving to excel every 0x10 
befides.— He was a mighty Stickler for reftoring 
the decayed Spirit , and Life of Chrifiianity j but 
^ipecially was he addided to great Mortification, 
Separation iixid ^bftradion, for the purifying of 
the Soul ^ that it might be capable thereby^ to 
receive the Spirit, as a conftant vivifying aiw in-, 
forming Principle, and fo be made conlequently; 
Pneumatical, nr transformed into the Nature of 
the Spirit. — -The Dodrine he preajched, wasy 10 
the general, unexceptionable. They that rejeS:-^ 
cd his Enthufiafm, could not deny but that he 
WdS found in the main Articles of Faith. N^ 
Wonder that a Preacher fo regular in his Life, 
and orthodox in Faith, (hould at firft be followed 
by m^ny^ fober and fincere Chriftians ; and the 
wonder is the lefs, as he now made great Preten* 
ces to Vifions and Revelations. Several of the 
weaker Sex excited by his high Pretenfions, and 
believing in him, were feized alfp by the fame 
Spirit that aded in him. Among thefe the moft 
eminent, were Pri/cilla and Masimilla. Thefe 
were both married Women, but became no^ 

great 
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gdkt and zealous Contenders, it feemfi, for the 
fe of Virginity •, for no fooner were they tough- 
ed by the Power in Montanus^ and filled with his 
'' Spirit of Prophecy \ but immediately they left 
tneir Hufbands, as holding the State of Matrimo- 
ny not to be confiflent with that high Dignity in 
Ifie Church of God, whereunto they now belie- 
ved themfelves to be called. They fancied with 
themfelves, that they were henceforward to be 
efpoufed to none but Chrift alone, being loofed 
from the Law of the firft Hufband^ aifter tl>e Flefh. 
Vrifcilla was fo eminent for her Pronhefies, and in 
fuch Efteem among the Difciples ot this new Dif- 
penfation, as that they gave to her, no lefs than 
to Montanus himfelf, the Title of Faracht ; as 
fuppofing hers, as well as his, to be an higher De^ 
gue of Infpiration^ than that of the very Apoliks 5 
through the Holy Chqfi defcending into hcr^ and per* 
fonally^ as it isoerc^ uniting himf elf with hereby 
Means of the Renovation of her Nature, an4 
Reftoration to the paradifaical State of Virginity: 
So that being made a paradiiaical Virgin, as was 
pretended J Ihe was now arrived to the perfedl 
State, and was thereupon to be introduced again 
into Paradife, and into the New-Jerufalem^ where- 
of (he imagined that Ihe had the real Sight, and 
that it adually delccnded from Heaven, into the 
Place which they had chofen for their Refidcnce, 
even Pepiaa, the Seat of their Patriarch. Here, 
they fay, the Lord appeared to her in grieat Glory, 
andf efpoufcd himfelf to her, conferring upon her 
Xhe Gift of the heavenly Wifdom, as the Seal ajiii 
Tledge of the f utnre ConlumriiaVibn. After this, 
all her Dictates were taken for Oracles, and as 

the 
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the very Votce of Chrift himfelf 5 and they were 
dveraU bot^ Men and Women, who, (being 
warned by the Spirit, fpe^iking through her 
Mouth) confecrated themfelves by certain Rites 
and Ceremonies •, and from her Name were csAr 
led Rrifcilliafis. 

Masimilla was nothing inferior to fier Sifter 
Propbctefs.- — She was indowed with the like Spi- 
rit 5 prophefied of the pouring forth of thelafl 
Judgment upon the World, and that £oon after 
er Departure out of it, there fhould be fuch 
dreadful Calamities as never had been before, 
from the Foundation of the World 5 — that fhe 
was one of the lafl Witnelles of Truth 5 — and 
that whoever heard not the Voice of the divine 
•Paraclet f peaking by her, could not eiped to en- 
ter into the Kingdom of our Lord. That the 

End of all Things was at Hand, and after her 
there was to be no more any Prophetefs. — Ter^ 
tullian^ one of the moft learned of the Fathers^ 
gave into the Notions of thefe Montanifts^ and was 

•a ftrenuous Afferter and Publiftier of them. 

They had very violent Agitations, and often fell 

into Extafies: They were generally fup- 

poled to have had in them, fomething beyond a 
bare natural Enthufiafm 5 that fome Spirit, good 
or evil, managed the Springs of many of their 
Anions, they were fo unaccountable. Whatever 
they fpake in their extatic Fits, was reckoned, 
by their Friends, to be fpoken by Revelation, 
and that there was no Room to doubt of it^— — — 
They became very numerous, and made a great 
I<I6ife) and continued for a confiderable Time.^ 

hiit 
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but at lengtH difappeared and dwindled away *. 
Now came on thePerrecutioH of Chriftians; 
by Means whereof, being driven into theWil- 
dernefs, for Security of their Lives, they foon, 
many of them, become Viiionaries. St. Jcrom^ 
writing the Lives of ieveral of them, draws up 
fpiritual, Romances : We have Vifions, Reveli* 
tioris, and Miracles at every Turn^ difcourfes 
with Monfters, and what not ? * And fomething 

* very peculiar, might, (fays Vt. Calamy in his 

* Caveat, Page 42.) for ought I know, befalfome 

* of thofe firfl Founders of a monaftic Life 5 for 

* the Warning of all the Ages that followed, to 

* beware of an enthufiaftic Spirit, as they would 

* not be led by it, into the utmoft Extravagance/ 

About the Year of our Lord 600, appeared Ma^ 
lomet^ through whom as the Inftrument, was ef- 
feded one of the greateff, (religious as well as 
political) Revolutions, that ever happened in the 
World : In order to which, it is true, he made 
ufe of Force and Arms-, but the Accompliftiment 
of his Defigns, was, I am clearly fatisfied, as 
much owing to the Power of Enthufiafm, as the 
Power of the Sword. It is plain from the beft 
Account of Maiometj that he was a great Vifio- 
nary ^ that he fet up to be a Reformer of Abufes 
and Corruptions , that he pretended to build, 
both his Miiiion and Do(£brine upon the„ very 
Foundation of Chrift and his Apoftles 5 that he 
perfuaded. his Followers, that he came not, to de- 
ftroy either the Law or the Gbfpel, but to fulfil 
\ them 



* -See. the Hiftory of Mmtanifm^ from whence this Account 
is chieffy extracted, and wKere this Matter is fully handled. 
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them both 5 and that he save himfelf out to be no 
more than a Reviver of the moft ancient Religion, 
whereby the Patriarchs walked with, and had the 
fcmiliar Communion of God and his Angels. 
This was the Manner of his firft fetting out, 
which took wonderfully with vaft Multitudes of 
all Sorts, who were tiirefently betwitched with 
that ftrange Power and Authority wbich appear- 
ed in him ; — efpecially when they beheld him 
agitated fo violently, thst he often appeared to 
lie as one dead : Which was attributed by him, 
to the Majefly of the divine Prefence over^pour- 
ing his Nature, or, at leaft, to the Luflre of fomc 
great Angel, then converfing with him. For, in 
thefe Paroxyfms, it was ordinary for hiin to fan- 
cy, that he had an intimate Communion with 
the heavenly Objeftsi and that he heard God, 
th$ Angels, and the blefTed Saints dif courfe with 
him very familiarly. When he came out of them 
he was perfedly as other Men, and then report* 
ed what flrange Things had pailed with nim, 
during that Time. He gave very furprizing Ac- 
counts of the other World 5 of Heaven and HeB 5. 
and Paradile*, of a certain middle Region for 
Sbukj which he called ^raf-^ of the Refurreftion 
and Day of Judgment, of the uniting of all Reli- 
gions before the End of the World, and the com- 
ing again of Chrift to that Purpofe : And he made 
v^ry good Exhortations to Holinefs, Righteouf- 
neis and Tem]?erance^ to Charinr alio, Refig- 
nation, Humility, and all Sbrts ofvirtues 5 and, 
above all, to an intire Faith in God, and De- 
pendance on his revealed Will. Immediately 
hefore he fell into any of bis extatic Fits, he is 

laid 
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{aid, always to havie pronounced thele Words, 
In th Namt of Godj merciful and gractws .\ And 
jqft as he came out of theija, he uttered again the 
very (ame Words, as the Seal of all that was by 
bim then feen and heard; He was yetfufpefted 
of Imj^flureby fome, even from the Beginning ^ 
but being charged with it, he not only denied it^ 
but foleninly appealed to God for tne Truth of 
his Mifiion, and challepgr^d thofe, who made the 
Objediion, to difcover, if they could, theleaii 
Flaw againft his Integrity in this ASak. He ac« 
knowledged he was a iimple Man, without Let-^ 
ters, and of no Capacity to underftand a great 
Dead, even of his own Revelations ^ andnoniore 
than a weak Inftrument, taken up of God lor the 
manifefling his Power and Glory te the World : 
But he flrongly infifled on his Sincerity and Ye* 
racity^ protdling that there was nothing of his 
own Spirit and Will, that intermitt itfelf in this 
Matter •, but that he was herein, purely actuated 
by an Agent without and above himfelf, that 
commanded him fo and fo, and from whofe Di* 
^ates he did not vary the leaft Title. For, even 
feme that held him to be infpired, laid, that there 
wasa Mixture neverthelefs, in hislnfpirations 5 and 
that he had not faithfully delivered them, juft as 
he received them, but h^d made himfelf or fufr 
fered others to make, fome Alterations and A* 
mendments, whigh might feem to him or them 
for the better. Wherefore in one of his Infpira- 
tions, God hirafelf is introduced, commanding 

him to vindicate himfelf in this Matter. There 

never was any Prophet, true or falfe, that made 
greater Proteftations of his Sincerity, or more fo- 

lemn 
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lemn Appeals to the divJhe Majefty ■ t6 jiiflify the 
Truth, either for or ag^inft him. TKier? are a- 
biiridance of Paffages/to'fni3Parpofe/'imonghis 
Infpiratiohs, which it^ Would be as'enfflefs as 
needlefs *o trahicribe. Several Times Jie calls 
GodandtHe holyAnjeeVto witnefi, that there 
was.no Imppfture, either in the Whole, or in any. 
Part of what he had declared in the Name arid 
Perfon of God -, nay,' • fometimes God . himfelf is 
brought in fweariiig t6 the Truth thereof ^ or elfe 
an Angel is made to confirm the fime by an 
Oath, and lolemnly .hereupon to abjure all the 
Creatures, both in Heaven and Earth. ^More- 
over his'Fits of Infpiration arid Agitations were 
fiich, as could riot well she cduntefrf eited (^ yea, 
f>erhaps, iipt at all : Arid thence as many as did 
not believe^ generally imputed the fame*,- not ta 
Art, but Nature^ not to mere Contrivanee and 
Farce, but to a real Dileale, and an irrefiftable 
Attack upon the Brain ; However, they fuppofed 
he might make his Advantage of it, by pretend- 
ing the (attietobe lupernatural and fromHeavien. 

From his violent fhaking Fits, and falling 

down hereupon as in a Trance, they that reafon- 
ed about it-, concluded it muft be no other than 
tht Morbus Sacer^ and that he was ftridly an epi- 
leptical Enthufiaft. — - There was a World of Mi- 
racles reported of him, for Confirmation of his 
DoSrineand Miflion^ but the Truth is, he him- 
felf never feems to have infifted much upon 
them, but always to have appealed to the Infpi- 
rations themfelves ^ even challenging not only 
the Heathen Idolaters, but the Jews alio, and the 
Chriftians, to produce any that were comparable 

to 
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to thefe : And accordingly the Colledlion of thefe 
halh ever fince to this Day, been conftantly 
dleemed, among the MabomctanSy as a Miracle 
of Miracles.— ;-Thcre are a Multitude of Vifions 
reported of him, in Imitation of the §reat Pro« 
phets and ApofUes of God ^ but as giving him a 
Superiority over them all : As particularly, of his 
being tranfported abpve all Heavens, upon a pe- 
culiar Animal or Cherub^ to receive his Commit 
fion, immediately from the Mouth and Hand of. 
God, without the Intervention of any fobordi- . 
nate Spirit, how hi^h foeven He is faid not on- 
ly to have had a View of the n^ Jerufalem a-. 
bove, but of all the faven Heavens^ and the Glo- 
ries thereof, and of all the fenien Earths anfwering^ 
thereto, with the Beauties thereof 5 and of all the 
Jupreme Paradifc of God, comprehending withia : 
itfelf all thefe: Alfo in the World of Darknefs, . 
of the fevcn Gates of Helly and of thofe that en* 
ter thereby, together with the moft majeftical • 
Scenes pf the Refurrc^ion^ and the Day of Judg* - 
mcnt^ the Defcription of whicjilafl, a^ giv^n by, 
him, is indeed mofi augufl: and magnificent. And*, 
it may feem hard to think, that a naere Hypo-: 
crite mould be ever able to counterfeit f uch. But, ■ 
however it .was, moft unqueftipnable it is, that •. 
the thinking Perfons of that Age were eitremiely > 
divided about him, and about this his new (pre- ) 
tended) Difpenfation or Revelation^ Some con- ., 
eluded, that all muft be a mere Cheat' from the r 
Beginning to the End, and that Mahomet w$s a I 
crafty Knave y and had no other Delign in the-: 
World, but to make himfelf a fovereign Privce^^\ 
and to immortalize, by fuch an Ivenfion as this, 

I • ■ his 
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his i^ame and Family to all Pofterity. Q- 

thers faid, all was but the EfFed of a mere natu- 
ral Enthufiafm, and that there was a Vein of 
Poetry and Prophecy, without any adventitious 
Help, running through him. — Biit others maia- 
tftifled, that there was certainly fomething fuper- 
iftttural in it, and that was above the Power of 
Imagination or Difeafe^ of a poetical Genius, or 
an innate prophetic ^vefter, (as they call that 
statural D'tmnation^ which rifes out of the Spirit 
of the World only 5) yet, wh?t this ftiould be,' 
they were much divided amotrg themfelvesj 
fome thinking that he, was a Conjurer, Sorcerer, 
or Wizard 5 others, that he was a Perfon poffefl 
of the Devil, and a true £»^^«iw<?», or, atle^, 
otie ofefeflfed by hifti, if not both.— But there 
Were Multitudes, who efteemed him a true Pxb- . 
phet, and that was from God, (in a moft wondei^T ' 
Jul Manner) that he had his Vifions, was thrown 
into his Trances,, and had his Revelations^. — ^ 
His pretended Revelations he put into feveral 
Chapters, the Cdlleflioh of which makes tip his*. 
if(9ra«, which is the Bible oi th^' Mahometans.. 
The On^nal of this Book, he taught them was 
laid up ill the Archives 0/ Heaven^ znd that the 
Aiigel Gabriel, bfought hini^theCopy of it. Chap-* 
ter by Chapter- according as Occafibn jequired. 
they Ihould be publifhedtb tW People, -— IThe- 
main Arguments he made nfe of Jttr delude Men 
into this Impbflure, befides his Vifjdnsand ange- 
lic Revelations, were his PromJfes and his Threats. *- 
His Prdmifes were chiefly of Paradife-- which he 
lo cunningly framed to the Guft of the Arabians^ 

as 

* &tt Hifiory of Montantfm^ from Page J2i. 
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as to make it totally confift in thole Plcafures, 
which they were moft delighted with, i.v. the 
L^s of th:Fltflj : For they were exceedingly gi- 
ven to the Love of Women. — And whereas he 
had heen often perplexed at Mccca^ with Que- 
ftions, andObjeflions, and Dilputes, he forbad 
all Manner of diiputing about his Religion; and . 
;that he might be lure to have no more of it, made 
it Peath for any one, in the leaft to contradia, 
or oppofe any of the Dpdbrines, which he had 
tawght.---^Arid thus in the G)urfe of a few Years, 
as ridiculous anlmpoflure as ever was invented, 
obtained in .many Countries; ^yea, overfpread a 
: great Part of the World, where it is received to 
this Day ^, The learned TiuCafaubon^ fuppofes 
thatPerfbnsTubjea tothe£pilepfy, are natural* 
ly liable to/ee Vifions and Apparitions-, which 
, Phrenfies of their Brain, they areapt to take for 
Realities: And mentions, it .as a Matter. dilut- 
able, w\i^X\ie£ Mahomet migbtnot himfelf be un^- 
der a DeliKGon, ireally thidcingthat he converGd 
with Angels, and received Rfrvektions ; at leaf!:, 
at iirft, before he had gone far in that, which 
mqft be looked upon as a. grofs Impofture. But, 
however this be, very juft and pertinent is the 
Remark, wijth which he co^icludes what he offers 
upon Mabameu '^n.. ' When we confider with 
' ourfelves ferioufly, what thele Beginnings, which 
' began with epifeptical Raptures andfixtafies, 

* and fiippofed Revelations of Angels, and the 

* like, came to afterwards 5 it would, it IhouW, 

* ( I am fure ) (and to that End I mention him 

* here) make Men the more wary, either how 

'they 

* See Dr. Prideaux Life of Mahomit. " v » ^-/ 
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^ they giveCredit to (uchFits and Revelations of 

♦others, or how themfelves by their Ignorance 

.* and IndifcrctionS' expofe themfelves to Delii- 

' Much about the fame Time^ that the Mahome^ 
) tan Inipofture fpread in the Eaft, the Superftiti* 
• ons of the Church of Rome prevailed in the Weft* 5 
and nothing more contributed to it, than that 
Spirit cf Entbufiafm^ for which they were then 
remarl^ble, and has appeared amon^ them ever 
fince. If ft>jpffry was not introduced, it was pro- 
.pagated by pretended Extafies, Infpirations and 
:-Miracles. The Hiftorics. of the Lives of their 
Saints, are full of Revelations, and Vifions, and 
Trances. And whenever any thing was to be un- 
' dertaken for the Advancement of the Church, 
any new Dofltrine to be broached, or Worfhip 
Kftablifhed, a Revelation has been coined to di« 
reft and confirm it. This made Way for the Set- 
tlement of Im^e-Worlhip 5 for theDodrine of 
Ttanfubflantiation, and the Adoration of the Sa- 
crament. In brief, the A?»ii/& Church has her 
He and She Saints, and both famous for Vifions 
5ind Revelations, from one Age down to another. 
She can produce an AngeltcCarmelite^ a St. 6Vr- 
trude^ a St. Elizabeth o£ Schonhovin, a St. John of 
LcrCrois^ and aThoufand more, whofe Legends 
are as full of Revelations as they can hold. Par- 
ticularly, if we confult the Lives of the Foun- 
ders of their religious Orders, as St. Francis of 
Affize^ St. Dominick^ St. Ignatius Loyola f, we fhall 
$ad them full of Extafies, and Vifions, Revelati^ 
■ • ■ ons, 

t See his Treatife concerning Enthufiafm. Page 132. f See 
Bayley^^ critical DidiQifnt^^ und^ Uiefe Naflac^.; 
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ons, and Combats with the Devil, and fuch like 
Things. What Pity is it, (fays Dr. Calamy, in 
hi$ Caveat, Page 43.) that we Protcftants fhould 
imitate the Romijb Church in her vifionary Tem- 
per J and therein take Pattern from her ! I fear 
we may conclude, that if fhe once infeds us with 
her giddy Spirit of Enthufiafm, we fliall find 
-that that will foonhe follbwed with her Superfld- 
ons and Idolatries. 

But we have not in all Hiftory any thing mote 
remafakable, than what has happened, lincethe 
beginning of the Reformation from Popery. A- 
bout the Year 15 21, there arofe in Germany^ k 
.fiumcrous "Train of Kntbufiafts^ who affirmed their 
Dreams, Vifions, and Revelations were infpired 
into them from Heaven, and that the World was 
to be reformed by their Miniflry ^ the Wicked 
to be utterly cut off from the Earth, which af- 
terwards fhould be governed by Juftice itfelf. 
Out of thefe f prung Muncer^ whofe Pretences to 
Infpiration rendered him famous. Among other 
Things, he affirmed that the Preachers of that 
Time were not fent of God, but were imperti- 
nent Interpreters of Scripture^ and that the 
Word was to be learned by the Spirit intrinfical* 
ly, and not out of the Scriptures, nor by any htf. 
man Suggeftion : Hereupon he was ac- 
knowledged hy his Followers, to be a heavenly 
Prophet, and his Infpirations were printed, and 
foon difperfed through the Empire. — He aflerted 
alfo that none but his Followers were trueBelie^ 
versi and that all Men's Goods fliould be com- 
mon. He declared it was revealed to him by 

(jod, that t\iQ Empires of the World were to be 
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extirpated, and the Kingdom of Chrift totere^ 
ftored.-*-His extraordinary Pretences to intimate 
0>nverfe with Gody and Revelations from him, 
gained him many Followers, who at length a- 
moimted to eleven Thoufand armed Men, and all 
wholly at his Beck Making a Speech to thefe 
TKJor Creatures, that hung u^n his Lips, he af- 
lured them, that he did every Thing by a Com* 
mand from God. He promifed them Help from 
Heayen, and fure ViSory wHen they came to en- 
gage their Oppofites : And undertook to receive 
all the Bullets, that (hould be {hot againft them 
in his Coat, without any Harm. When the 
Wretch was at laft taken, and under Torture, and 
wa^ put in mind of the Multitude of ,poor Souls, 
of whofe Ruin and Mifery he had been therOcca- 
fion, he difcovered not the leaft Remorfe. 
Aft«pwardg when fome of the fame Crew had 

fpt the City of ^i/i»y?i?r, in JVefipbalta^ in their 
'olleffion, they ufed frequenty to run about t3w 
Streets, and cry. Repent j and he hapt'vLed^ or the 
Wrath of God "mill fpeedily overwhelm you. One 
John Matthew^ a celebrated ProPh^t among thenl, 
required they (hould bring all their Goods into 
one common Storey and he ran through the 
Streets with a Pike in his Hand, declaring that 
God the Father had commanded him to drive 
thofe from the City, who then befeiged it. As 
he drew near the Camp, he was (lain in the View 
of many -, and tho' he by that, was moft effedlu- 
ally proved a falfe Prophet^ yet the People were 
fl:ill fo infatuated, as readily to liflen toothers of 
the fame Stamps and particularly to John of 
Leyden^ who ftept forth and told them, it was re-. 

vealed 



/A^ Frenc H Prop HE Ts. 71 

sealed to him, that his Brother was to havefuch 

an Exit.—Axid it, was revealed alfo to another 

Prophet, that it was the fVill and Command of 

/heir heavenly Father^ that this John of Leyden 

fihoteldbave the Empire of the whole Earthy andpof-' 

fefs the throne of his Father David 5 all other trin^ 

ces being ejefied : Whereupon this John fell upon 

his Knees, with great Modefty; and lifted up his 

fiands to Heaven, and told;the People, that this 

had heen known to him many Days-^ hitt that he 

would, not divulge tt^ that their Faith might be con-- 

firmed^ by the lather's ufing another Minifter. A& 

ter this he was made King at Murder ^ and his Titles 

Were the^KingofJuliicej th^ King of the new Jt^ 

rufalem. Kmpperdoling^ was his chief Miniffer, 

and very officious. He once creeping on the 

Heads of the People, as they flood very thick and 

dole together in the Market-Place, breathed tip4 

on them one after another, faying, ^he Father 

hath fanltified tbee^ receive thou the noly Ghofl^ — 

The Infatuation continued all the while the City, 

was hefeiged, tho' Multitudes of them were de^ 

ftroyed. And when it was taken, thofc whofurvived, 

f!ili doted on the fame Fancies, and eipefted they 

fhould have all the World at Command in a very 

little Time i And to pretend to argue with ibem^ 

was to as much Parpofe, as to reafon with the Wtndl 

In' the neM Century^ came on the.Deluiion whicfi 

was occalioned by Kotterus^ Drabtcius^ ?xiiPdni^ 

atovia^ who pretended to Vifions and prophetical 

Infpirations, Khtteyus\ Vifions began in Ifune^ 

i6i6. He fancied he faw an Angel in the Form 

of a Man, who commanded him to go, and de-- 

dareto thcMagiftratCs, tkatunlefs the People re* 

pented^ 
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pjfHied^th fVrath of God would do terrible Execu^ 
t'tom i'ho' he had received this Order fix Times 
iucceflively, he did not execute it. HisPaftor 
and his Friends diffuaded him from it. Bat, in 
Apr'tU 1619. believing he faw the fame Spirit, 
which threatned him with eternal Damnation, if 
he kept Silence any longer, he difcharged his Com- 
iniffion, in a full Affembly of Magiftrates, the 
26th of Augufl this fame Year. They laughed at 
him* The Apparitions went on, and were fol- 
lowed with Extafies and prophetic Dreams. The 
EleSor Palaiwe^ declared King of Bohemia by the 
Proteftants, was Concerned in thefe Vifions* 
Kotterus went, to him at Bre/laWjZnd declared to 
him his Commiflion. He went alio to the Court 
at Brandenhurgb. The Vifions and prophetic Re- 
velations of the other two tended to the fame ge? 
neral Defign. They were fevourably regarded 
iby feveral good Chriftians, and fbme worthy Di^ 
ymes. Among the reft, the learned Comenius was 
i great Admirer of them, and took unwearied 
Pams to collefl: and difperfe their Predidtions. 
The good Man took them to be as truly infpiredof 
God^ as any of the Penmen of tbe boly Scripture:. 
And being one that was much affeded with the 
Calamities of theProteftant Churches in hisDay, 
and longed with Impatifence for their Reftoration^ 
he readily fucked in whatever came from thefe 
Pretenders. They declared that the Turi was to 
turn Gbrifiian, and overthrow the Enipfror of 6Vr- 
many^ and the Pope^ in a very little Time : And 
by^ 1680, the Nations, and People of the E?irth, 
being reduced into the Lap of.t^e Cliurch, the. 
building of the new Jerujalem was immediately 

■ ' ■"-•■ ■ ta 
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lo faoceed. ^Thefe Pretenders to Infpiratio» 

made a great Nofle, and occafioned no fmall Coa- 
iufion '^. 

You have probably heard of Elhahetb Barton^ 
an Ettgltih Woman, comnionly called the hoty 
Mai^^ Kent, who lived in the Days. of Hr^ry 
VIII. She was Subjeft to Fits, <pnd often fell into 
Trances, which were accompanied with Convul- 
fions, and ftrange Motions of Body, in which 
ftie pretended to Infpirations and Revelations. 
She lived a regular and very auftere Life; and 
ibon gtit a great Reputation, and was relorted to, 
by Multitudes of People of all Swts. Not only 
the Rabble believed her Prophefies, and thought 
her infpired, but fome Men of Learning fet a 
Value upon them- Warham^ Arch-Biftiop of 
Cant^rhury^ and FtO)erj Bifliop of Kochefin^ be- 
lieved her to be a Saint, and gave C xedit to her 

Revelations. She prophefied, that if King Hsnrj 

the Eighth would be divorced from Queen Kaib^* 
riue^ and marry another^ as he then intended & 
do, he fhould not reign a Month. In Novcwher, 
1553, fhe was tried and condemned to fuffer 
I>sath for this threatning Infpiration, which was 
alfo f aHe. 

Known alfo is the Story of Hacket^ Cepfingerl 
and Arthtngton^ in the Days of Queen Elizaifsti. 
Backet was a mighty Man for Revelations, and 
would attefl: the Truth of them with moft dire- 
ful Oaths and Execrations. He pretended, that 
the principal Spirit of the Meffiah refted in him. 
Coppwgtff'y who was a Gentleman of good DefccTa^ 

K was 

* See Saj/ey*B critical Dii&immy^ where, tinder the Names 
of diefe Men, you may meet wi|:h that which is worth Notice. 
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teas his Prophet of Mercy •, and Arthkngton^ a lorh- 
/hire Gentleman, was his Prophet of Judgment, 
Thefe two proclaimed out of a Cart, in Cbcap^ 
fidey that Chrift was come in hacket, with his 
Fan in his Hand, to purge the Godly from the 
Wicked 5 and cried. Repent^ England, repenu 
They were all feized by the Government, and 
Hacket was hanged. Copptiger ftarved himfelf 
in Prifon. And Arthington made a Recantation, 
Some have attempted to caft the Odium of this 
wretched Delufion on the Puritans in thofe Days, 
among whom Hacket was very converfant 5 but 
Dr. Fuller doth them . but Tuftice, in declaring, 
that they as cordially detefted //^/r^^ft's Blafphe- 
mies, as any of the Ep'ifcopal Party "^. 

There are few but may have heard of Doomf- 
Day Sedgwick. He received this Name, from his 
pitching on a certain Day for the Commencement 
of the general Judgment, The Day proved very 
ftormy and tempeftuous, and remarkable for its 
Thunderings and Lightnings •, at which, Multi- 
.tudes were fiiartled, becanfe he, (who had a great 
Reputation for his Piety and Probity) had fo po- 
iitively prediSed them •, but the Fear foondifper* 
fed, when fair Weather lucceeded foul, and all 
Things were found to continue as they were be- 
fore, . 

Memorable likewife is the Story of Mr. Mafon 
in Buchnghamlhire. Fr6m a Vifion he bad feen 
of Chrift, and by immediate Revelation from 
him, he foretold his Appear ahce, (of Chrift) at 
a little Village in that County, called Water-Strat- 
ford, 

♦ See Fuller'i Church Htfiory <Jf Brit. Cent. 16. Book 9. P. 
205, 206. 
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fori^ to condua his People from thence to Jeru- 
falemj and begiiv the Millennium State ; But a- 
bout the vfixy Time he fixed for Chrift's Appear* 
ance, he unluckily died ^ and left a large Com- 
pan3j of poor deluded People behind him, who 
continued together, praying, and dancing, and 
iinging, Night and Day, in firm Expeftation o^ 
Chrift's fudden Appearance among them : But, 
after long waiting to no Purpofe, they at laft 
difperfed •^. , ^ 

But among all the Enthufiafts, that have made 
their Appearance, none feemed to have exceeded 
the People called fakers ^ efpecially at their 
beginning. . They had indeed the Name of J^»a* 
\cfs given them, from that extraordinary Shaking 
and faking, as tho' they were in Fits of ConvuU 
pon 5 which was formerly cemmon among them. 
It would be endlefs to colle£l'all the particular In- 
fiances of this Kind ^ or of thofe monftrous Dif- 
toftions of Body, and loud and hideous Tellings, 
of which, frequent Mention is made in the Books 
wrote in thole Times. It Ihall fufEce to fetdown 
one Inftance, which I met with the Book enti* 
tied, Satan transformed into an Angel of Light f 
It is a Narration, given by a Minifter in Effesc^ 
to his Friend: And is in the following Words, 

* At the earneft Defire of fome Friends, I went 
' with John Ward znd Anthony Hunter^ to a Meet- 

* ing of the deluded Souls called fakers. After 

* we had fat a while, (all being mute) I arofe to 

* call on God in Prayer, I was no fooner up, but 

*my 

* See the impartial Account of Mr. John Mafin of TVatef 
Stratford, and his Sentiments, It is a Piece worti reading, -j- 
See Page 297. 
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** my Legs trembled greatly, fo that it was fbme 
*^Difficuiy to ftand-, but after I had prayed a 

* fhoirt Space, the Trembling ceafed. While I 

* prayed to Gud, as Creator, there was little Di* 

* fturbance, but when I cried in the Name of Je^ 

* fus Cbrift^ then the Devil roared in theft de- 

' ceived Souls, in a moft ftrange and dreadful 

* Manner •, fome howling, fome .fhrieking, yel- 

* ling, roaring, and fome had a ftrange confufed 
^Kind of humming, finging Noife. Such a Re- 

* prefentation of Hell I never he^rd of j nothing 

* but Horror and Confufion. After I had done 

* Prayer, (not opening mine Eyes before) I was 
^^ amazed to fee about the one Half of thefe mifer- . 

* able Creatures, fo terribly fhaken with fuch vio- 

* lent various Motions, that I wondered how it 

* was polfible fome of them could live/ 

The fijft and great Apoftle of the ^uahrs wa« 
George Fox : He pretended to Vifions and Revela- 
tions, particularly upon a high Mountain. in York- 
Jhtrey where he tells of his receiving his CommiC- 
Jlon to. preach, of his being directed to go to the 
North, and of his having the vaft Multitudes 
that fhould be converted by him, vifibly appear* 

ing before his Eyes He made a mighty Shew 

of Religion, and at length his Enthufiafm or 
Poflelfion arofe to fuch an Height, that he declar- 
ed himfelf to be Chrift, the tVay^ tbelrutb, and 
the Life ^ yea, the eternal Judge oj the fVorJd. 
Thefe hmgs weie proved upon him at the Af^ 
lizes held at Lancajter^ the 1 8th of March^ 1652* 
It was likewife witnefTed agaiuft James Nay lor ^ 
that he affirmed, that he was as holy, juft and 
good as God himfelf. Thefe, and fuch like mon- 

ftrous 
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UroHS Blafpheinies, occafioncd a Petition ftom 
the Gentlemen of that County, tothethenCoun* 
cilof Statej of which I fliall give youanAb* 
ftraft as follows ^ ' To the right honourable the 

* Council of State. The humble Petition of 

* feveral Gentlemen, Juftices of Peace, Mini* 

* fters of the Gofpel, and People within the 

* County of Lane after ^ whofe Names arefubfcri- 

* bed, fheweth, That George Fox^ and James N^ 

* lor, are Perfons difaffeaed to Religion, — -and 

* that fince their coming into this County, have 

* broached Opinions, tending to the Deftruftion 

* of the Relatiop of Subjefts to their Magiftrates, 

* Wives to their Husbands,- Children to tneit Pa^ 

* rents. Servants to their Matters, Congregations 

* to their Minifters, and of People to their God : 

* and have drawn much People after them , many 

* whereof, (Men, Women, and little Children) at 

* their Meeting? are ftrangely wrought upon in 

* th?ir Bodies, and brought to fall, foam at the 

* Mouth, roar, and (well m their Bellies 5 and that , 
^ feme of them affirm themlelvQs to be equal 

* with God, ^c. May it therefore pleafe your 

* Honours, &c.^ Yon may fee the Hiftory of the 
Quakers at large, in the above-mentioned Bbofc^ 
Satan transformed into an Angel of Light 5 where 
you will meet with Things really aftonifhing. 
It is there faid, in Page 75, of a new Sort of ^a^ 
kers^ that refided moftly at Longlflandj and the ^ 
Eali'Jerfeys^ that they not only fing, biit dance 
in their public Meetings, and fbme bring Fiddles 
for that Purpofe. And thole 'who have feen them, 
told me, that even the old Women do frilk with 
that Vigour, that they muft have fbme other help 

befides 
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befides their own ; for they dance, as well as pray 
hy the Spirit. And they can defend themfelves 
as well by Davids dancing before the ArU^ as the o* 
ther fakers for their preternatural j«aJfei«^ and 
Jhaking^ from Habakkuk' / Li^s quivering. The 
Head of thefe new Quakers was Thomas Cafe : He 
preached in a Surplice, upon the Bridge at New- 
Jork^ andafferted that he was come toPerfeftion, 
and could fin no more than Chrift 5 becaufe that 
whatever he faid or did, was by the fame Spirit 
,which Chrift had. — But I refer you to the Book 
itlelf. 

Neither has Neifo-England been without Inftan- 
ces of this fame Spirit of Delufidn. The reve- 
rend, pious and learned Dr. Cotton Mather , in his 
Magnalia Chrtfli Americana^ has preferved the 
-Memory of fome that are very remarkable. 
. The firft is that of a Gentlewoman, who, at her 
coifiiing out of Lincoln fhire^ in 'England^ unto 
New'Englandy upon Pretence of Religion, was 
well refpedted among the Profeflors of this Reli- 
gion, (viz. the Familtfts) and this the rrlore, be- 
caufe at the Meeting of the Women, which ufed 
tp;I?i2 called Gofftpings^ it was her Manner to carry 
on very pious Difcourfes, and lb put theNeigh- 
.taurhood upon examining their fpiritualEftates: 
— She Set up weekly Meetings at her Houfe,where 
to tlireefcore or fourfcore People would refort, that 
they might hear the Sermons of Mr. Cotton re- 
peated J but in fuch a Sort, that after the Repe- 
.tition, (he would make her explicatory and ap- 
plicatory Declamations, wherein what fhe con- 
firmed of. the Sermons muft be canonical, but 
but what (he omitted all ^pocrypba^ 

It 
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' It was not long before 'twas found, that moft of 
the Errors, then crawling like Vipers about thtf 
Country, were hatched at thefe Meetings ^ where 
this notable Woman, who called herielf another 
PrifctUa^ to inftruft others more perfedlly, did 
let herfelf moft perfedly to confound all the In* 
terefts of Chriltianity with damnable Dodrines, 
which maintained our perfonal Union with the 
Spirit of God, and the letting up immediate Re- 
velation about future Events, to be believed as 
equally infallible with the Scriptures : And it was 
wonderful to fee with what a fpeedy and fpread* 
ing Falcination thefe Dodlrines did bewitch the 
Minds of People, which one would not have 
imagined capable of being fo befotted. 

At laft, it was proved, that more than a Score 
o^Antinomian and FamilifiicalEvvoTs had been held 
forth by her. — The Admonitions of the Church 
were given her 5 and after many Endeavours of 
Mr. Ce>//^« to convince her, Ihe did feem to be con- 
vinced of her many erroneous Ways, both in Judg- 
ment and Praftice^ herewithall prefenting under 
her own Hand, before the whole Church oiBofion^ 
yea, before many Churches then affembled at the 
Ledlure in Boflon^ d. Recantation of them. Ne- 
verthelefs, under f uch an Infatuatioh of Pride flie 
was, that while the Church was debating about 
this Recantation, Ihe did with a ftrange Confi- 
dence and Impudence affert, that Ihe never was 
really of any Opinion contrary to the Declara- 
tion Ihe had now made, however, fome of her 
Expreffions had been mifconftrued •, whereupon 
many WitnefTes arofe which demonftrated her 
guilty of grofs Lying in that Affertion. — ^So, 

with 
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with the full Confent of the Cburcb^ the Sten^ 
fence of Excommunication was paffed upon her. 
But the Seditions raifed in theOnintry hy Means 
of this Virago procured the Animadverfions of 
the Court, as well as the Cburcb upon her ^ be*^ 
fore which, being brought, fhe made a canting 
Harangue about her immediate Revelations ^ coq« 
duding her Speech with thele Words, ImUgivt 
you one Place more snhicb tbe Lord brwgbt tomebf 
immediate Revelation \ and t bat dotb concern ycm 
all^ it is in Dan. vi. When the Prefidents and 
Princes could find nothing againfl him, becaufe 
he was iaithhil, they fought Matter ^ainft him 
concerning the Law of his God, tocaft him into 
the Lions Dea * So it was revealed to me, that 
^ they fhould plot againft me •, but the Lord bid 

* me not fear, for he that delivered Daniel^ and 

* the three Children, his Hand was not (hortned, 
^ And fee this Scripture^ this Day fulfilled in mine 

* Eyes ^ therefore take heed what you go about to 

* do unto me ; for you have no Power over my 

* Body, neither can you do me any Harm \ foe 

* I am in the Hands of the eternal Jebmab^ my 

* Saviour ^ I am at his Appointment ^ the Bounds 

* of my Habitation are caft in Heaven, I fear 
^ none but the great Jebcnab^ who hath foretold 
*me of thefe Things^ and I do verily believe 
^ that he will deliver me, and this by Mir^e, 
^ out of your Hands. Therefore take heed how 
^ you proceed againft me ^ for I know that for 

* this you go about to do to me, God will roia 

* you, and your Pofterity, and this whole State ^ ^ 

^But the Court put an End to her vapooring 

Talk, and finding no Hope of relcaiming ber from 

her 
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iier (candalous, dangerous, and enchanting Extra* 
vagancies,ordcred her to depart out of theColony^, 
The fecon J I fliall mention from the DoiSor, 
you may find in Book Seventh, Page 25th of the 
MagnaM^ where, he fays : It was no rare Thing 
for the old Set of fakers to profelyte People 
merely by ftroaking or by breathing on them 5 
they had no fooner uled fbme fuch A<2ion to- 
wards fuch as they had a Deftgn upon, but the be« 
witched People would behave themfelves jufl 3S 
if a Philtre had been given them, and would fol- 
low their Converurs in every Thing, without be- 
ing aUe to renda: any Reafonforit. And there 
is even at this Day, a Qrew of ^akcn^ called 
€afei^s Crew^ the Difciples of one i^«! Caji^ who 
fcave been fo troublefome and vexatious, ev*«i to 
the other Quakers themfelves^ that they have de- 
nied theft: — It is well known, that fomeof 
thole whom this Villain had led Captive at his 
Will, were fo much under his Influence, that if 
upon d^eir coming where he was, he faftned his 
Eye upon diem, they would prefently tremble, 
And ftagger, and fall, and foam Like epileptical 
Perfons, aqd rowl about upon the Ground, until 
they had rowlcd themfelves unto his Feet, where 
he did what he pleafed to them* I am well ac- 
<quainted with one very devout Gentleman, who 
aflured me, that be was himfelf thus Epileptical^ 
as often as this Ely ma f would pleafe, with his 
fafcinating Eye, to make him fo, but never any 
inch Way affeded before or after, or upon any o- 
therOccafion.. It is well known, that this Vil- 
lain pretending ,to Ihow a Miracle, did but look 
... L ...... . upon 

♦ Magnalia^ Book 7th, P^ge i8, 19. 
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upon a mad Bull,— ^ that would approach n6r' 
Man, except it w&re to mifchiet him, and this 
Bull would come tamely, gently, ftrangely to 
him, and lick his Hands like a Spaniel. Never- 
.thelefs, when this Coxcomb once attempted the 
Miracle of a Refui region "upon a dead Friend, 
the Friend, it feems, was not ih a Difpofition to 
rife upon his calling him. 
' Another Inftance is in the fame Page with the 

laft mentioned, and is as follows- ^* About the 

Beginning of Noyemher 1681, a Man whofe 
Name was Denharn^ with two Women (all be^ 
longing to Cafe^s Crew ) went to Soutbold up- 
on Long'Ifland^ where they met with one Sa-^ 
muel Banks di Fairfidd^ the moft blafphemous 
Wretch in the World. Thefe joining together 
with fome others of their Bran at Soutbold^ 
went into the Company of one "Thomas Harris^ 
a young Merchant otBofton^ who had before 
this been a little inclining to the Quakers 5 and 
they fell to dancing sLudJinging after their Deys- 
lifir Manner about him. After iome Time, 
!Thomas Harris fell to dancing and finging like 
them, and fpe^king of extraordinary Kaptures, 
and calling 'thofe:-D^v/7j', thit wierenotof'this 
Religion, and a perfeft Imitation of all their 
Deyilifm. When he had fhown thefe. Tokens <j4 
Conyerfion^ as they accounted it, they folenin- 
ly admitted him into their Society, and onexjf 
them thereupon promifed him, henceforward 
thy Tongue jhell he as the P^n of a ready Writer ^ 
to declare the Praifes of our Lord^ The young 
Man, who before this was of a compofed Be- 
haviour, now ran about with an odd Note of 

Joy! 
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* y^y- JV ' 7^y' ^"^ called them Deyils that 

* any-way oppofed him, and faid ( more than he 

* intended) That his own Father ivas a Deyil? 

The next Inftance I fhall give you from the 
Dodlor, is in the 26. Pape of the 7th Book. He 
fays \ ' It was much about this Time ( viz. the 

* Year 1681.) that.one Jonuthan Diinen^ of Cafe's 

* Crew, drew away the Wife of a Man to MdrJIj- 

* field in PlymouthrColonyy to follow him, and one 

* Mary Rofs falling into their Company, pre- 

* f ently was poffefTed .with as frantick a Damon 

* as ever .was iieard of ^ Ihe burnt her Cloaths j 

* fhe faid that fee was Chriji ; Ihe gave Names 

* to the Gang with her, as U.poftles^ calling one 
^ Peter ^ another Thomas ; fhe declared that Ihe 

* would be dead for three Days, and then rife a^- 

* gain, and accordingly fhe feemed then to die. 

* Dunen then gave out, that they fhould fee glo- 

* rious Things when fhe rofe again ^ but what fhe 

* then did was thus: That upon her Order Dutien 

* facrific.ed a Dog. The Men and the two Women 

* then danced naked together-, for which, when 

* the Conflable carried them to the Magijirates^ 

* Rofs uttered flupendous Blafphemies, but Du- 

* nen lay for dead an Hour on the Floor, faying^ 

* when he came to himfelf, that Rofs bid him, 

* and he could not refifl.' 

The laft Inftance is in the 35;. Page of the 7. 
Book, where fays the DoBor^ ' Fafcination is ne- 

* ver more notorioufly fenfible, than in Men's 
' running ^Rerfalfe Teachers of Religion. When 
^ falfe Teachers impof ed on the Galatians^ the 
f Apofile faid, O foolijh Galatians^ -who hath he- 

* iviiched you ! One cannot ealily afcribe unto 
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* mirers, to make him ftay, could flop him, 
^ The Paftnres of the Churches had before made 

* this Reflection, that after Men of the moft un- 

* fpotted Piety have fpent whole Prentice-ftiips 
< of Years in the faithful, .watchful, painful Ser* 

* vice of the Churches, and have ferved them Day 
« and Night with Prayers, with Tears, with Faji- 

* tngs, with their moft ftudied Sermons and Writ- 

* ings, and have never fiich a Reputation with 

* the Churches in Countrys afar off- yet if any 

* Wolf in Sheep ^loathing do como with a few 
^ good Words among ihem, the Jimple Souls of 

* many will not only follow the Wolf, but, on 

* his Account, bark at the Shepherds. ^But 

* the People had norio this Refledlion to make, 

* that fince they had finfuUy flighted their moft 

* ferviceable Pajlors, who never craved after the 

* Riches of this World, they ftiould, by the juft 

* Judgment of God, be left unto luch an Infatua* 

* tion, as to enrich a craving Beggar with many 

* Pounds of their Subftance* which beggarly 
« Stranger immediately applied himfelf to teach 

* them, that Fornication and Adultery is no Sin, 

* and to watch Opportunities of making them like 

* himfelf, the Children of the Devil. Repent, O 

* infatuated People ^ repent of what you have 

* done! 

I fhall finilh my ExtraiSs from the DoSior, with 
a Quotation of his, from an excellent Writer up- 
on Divine Proyidence, in the 103d Page of the 
7. Book of the Magnalia. Says he, ' Watch a- 

* againft an unmortified //r^ after excentrical or 

* extraordinary Difpenfations oi Providence. Lu- 

* ther f^id, the Martyrs, without the Apparition 

of 
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^, of Angels, being confirmeli'by the Word of God 

* alone, died for the Name CAri/i; and why 
*^ ihould not we acquiefce? And he obferveu 

* how the Devil hath greatly deluded Parties^ 

* who have been gaping after Vifions.* And with 
another immediately following j fays he, * Nor 

* will it be unprofitable to recite the Words of 

* another Author, viz: Eyil ^gets do now ap^ 

* pear more often tiian good Ones, ^'ti^r an unwar* 
^ rantable and a very dangerous Thing fer Med 

* to wife that they might fee .Angels^ and con- 

* verle with them. Some h^ve done fo, and God 

* hath been. provoked with them for their Curio^ 

* fity and Prefumption,- and hath peifmittcd De^ 

* yils to come unto them, Whereby they have 

* been deceived and undone/ 

I might have given you a much larger Aixount 
of this Spirits, in the Fifions, Revelations j Exta^ 
fteSj Trances^ and Infpirations^ it has pretended 
to. — I have pafl: over at leaft an hundred Iiiflan^ 
ces, and thcfe too, ofPerfonsmakingaSh^wof 
great Piety and Devotion, as well as extraordina^ 
ry Saniaity.ofLife-,— And this I have done, be^ 
caufe I would not be too tedious. 

Would I: now clofe this long Epiftle, in Wol-di 
pertinent, to the general ^Delign of it, and very 
agreeably expreft, I could not do it better; ;thari 
in the Words of the Reverend Ht. Edmund Cala^- 
my. Having^ given an Enumeration of Inftances 
of an entbufialiic Spirit; he concludes thus;* 
VThefePaffages being confidereed, we need not 
'much wonder at any Skyingsbr Doings of thofe, 
*Vho now fet up for Prophets among us. It is 

*an 

* Caveat ^^gainft fttnu Propheu^ Fagc 47. 
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* an ealV Thing ^ obferve, tliat fuch astun^beeil 

* aflked by 2kSpmt efEntiufiafm^ from one Jige to 
^ another, have in feverai Thingg agreed moil 
' vondeifolly. All are ftill ^for in^eighins- zr 

* gainft iqch, as have gone before tliem, and for 

* pouriogCbntempt on the fimndtngMn^rf im 
^ the Chwrch^ and thofe that ofiiciate in it. 6d 

* ta argue with them, and they ^ill ftop your 
^Mt)Uth with a plain R^velaticn from Hsav^^ 

* and they exped thdr Affirmation fliould be ere- 
«ditedwith<»itPtoirfl Thfey all grofly mifinter- 

* pret the Scriptures, and apply the whole of theni 
« to thofe NotioBs, of which they are fo hugely 

* fond § and fancy they meet vitn them, wl^re- 
*ver they csft their: Eye, between GcM^fis md 

* the Revelation. AH are apt to lay more StreU 

* on the Tilings they &ften on» tnan oni much 

* greater Matters. We may obfenre in all of 
^ them, a Want of due Search and Inquiry iiito 
< the Grounds on which they admit their wgge* 

* ftiom to be divine and from God ^ and a Readx« 
' nefs to find Evalions, when the Event has con^ 

* futed their Prediaions, or when any Thing is 
^ urged that tends to convince ^ mudfi fpiritual 

* Ptide, covered with a Pretence of more than 

* ordinary Humility^ great Ignorance and thick 
^ Darknefs in the Midft of their higheft Plights $ 
^ and a sreaterDependance on their own Whim* 

* fies, ttian on the facred Oracles themfelves. 

* And if we cannot £rom fuch inftances as thefe 
^ produced, leam, not to make Light of a Pr6* 

* tence to immediate Infpiration, which, tho'' it 
' begins low, often ifluesio tragically ^ if we dont 

* leam to be afraid of any Thing that borders up- 

*on 
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f on £«ri^«)iiiji>»/cithcr ib ourfelves or xrthass | w« 
? Ih^w, thai: we , are ixit to be inpiuaed .by the 
* Ej^erienw uf Vuihcr Meij, but are ptthe Num- 
? bet o1 fhofe, that can only be taught by feeling 
« the Danger of making Dhifwns in Keligion^ and 
« of taking the; Spirit of Error and Deiufion tor 
; the Spirit of Truth ana SfibermftJ, ; , .; 

I triift you will fiiow the' wkhin::f^i^r& to p« 
good Friend P—r—f. , I wo^ld nW liave yoH 
give aijy ^Ife the reading of thenij. without his 
Adyice : And whatever ; you two mall concor 
p, i (hall be fatisfiedywith, tho' yon lljioidi 
snake, them ever fo Public: Tho', if. you ihoi^d 
entertain fuch a Thought as that^ .you noed ^ipft 
mention my Name, I am content to ; lie inOb- 
purity. — What I aimed at was to gratify Tpa' 
"^==-Ifit is thought, others alfo may be prowe^ 
as wen as gratined> aQ; : your Pleafure^ r . 

/ am mth. great R^fpeS, 

f^parsyicc 

New-Have D^ Jan. ..> 

•0. i74i>2. . * _ 



To Mr. -^ — -, in Boflon. 
F 1 N I S. 
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